MINNESOTA FOREST FACTS

Harvest vs. Fire: Which is Better for the Future of Our Forests?

It’s no secret that harvesting affects forest composition, structure and function while providing a
renewable resource vital to both people and our economy. Natural disturbances such as wildfire
also affect plant composition and resource availability. So which has more impact on how our

forests evolve over time?

+ There is evidence that overgrown forests are more productivity or plant diversity in comparison to the
susceptible to wildfire than ones that are carefully common natural disturbance of wildfire.

managed and harvested.
HOW FIRE AFFECTS THE REGROWTH OF A FOREST.
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HOW HARVESTING AFFECTS
THE REGROWTH OF A FOREST.
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Some people think our forests should be left to nature. Unfortunately, an overgrown forest is far more
susceptible to wildfire than one that is carefully harvested. And when you consider the uses for burnt wood,
harvesting seems like a logical decision.
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