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Happy Holidays to our 
members!

I hope this edition finds each of 
you enjoying the full spirit of the 
holiday season!

As I look back on the past year 
I realize how busy our association 
has been.  We have addressed a 
number of issues important to all 
of us in the logging business.  To 
date, members have had a good 
year accident-wise and safety-
wise, relieving some pressure on 
insurance costs.  Let’s do even 
better next year.

TPA has been working with the 
state and other agencies to increase 

the amount 
of wood put 
up for sale.  
The state is 
increasing 
from 
800,000 

cords to 900,000 
in FY2017, and 
they’re studying 
whether to increase 
to one million cords 
annually.   This is 
good news for all 
of us.

Winter has been slow in 
coming, with the second warmest 
November on record.  But as I 
write this, the temperatures are 
dropping fast and frozen ground 
will hopefully soon follow.  

Like all of you, I look forward to 
a safe and prosperous New Year.  
Let’s remember to be safe and 
spend more time with family.  The 
tree will be there long after we are 
not. 

     
Executive Committee
Dave Berthiaume: 218-380-9783
Kurt Benson: 218-239-1001
Rod Enberg: 218-352-6175
Corey Lovdahl: 218-244-4580
Scott Pittack: 218-259-8148
TPA Staff
Ray Higgins: 218-722-5013
Wayne Brandt: 218-722-5013

President’s 

Column

OUT OF

STOCK

INTRODUCING...

BIGGER NOSE.
BETTER, SMOOTHER CUTTING.

MUCH LONGER LASTING.

.404'' HARVESTER BAR

™ ™

The Legend Returns. 
Introducing the New

Dealer Inquiries Invited. GB Bars are Exclusively Marketed in the U.S.A. by   

The newly designed professional sawbar now comes with a 15 tooth nose sprocket, which allows 
for higher chain tensions that improve efficiency. The patented 15 tooth sprocket and unique oil 

feeder grooves work together to reduce friction and wear which extends the life of the tip.

800.323.3708 | info@wallingfords.com

www.wallingfords.com

Internal oil feeder grooves (Patent 
Pending)  force the lubrication 
direct to the bearings, keeping them 
cool which results in longer life.

Premium roller bearings provide longer 
life and resistance to nose spreading.

High tensile 
rivets.

New 15 tooth sprocket (Finland Utility Patent FI 10727 other patents pending), only 
available on XV sawbars, reduces its RPM resulting in less friction and wear.

Replaceable nose/tip for 
extended use of the bar.

Ultra high strength Titanium alloy steel bar body 
reduces bending and has been proven to be the 
strongest sawbar available.
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Northern Capital has been serving the Forest
Products Industry for over 20 years specializing in
workers compensation, property, general liability

and truck/auto insurance coverages.

For more information contact Northern Capital at
1-800-676-8818 or info@northerncapital-mn.com

BITCO has been serving the forest products industry for more 
than 70 years and is proud to partner with Northern Capital 

Insurance Group to serve the needs of TPA members.
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Executive Vice 
President’s 

Column

It’s snowing and is supposed 
to go below zero as I write this 
column.  That’s always good news, 
at least the below zero part, for our 
members heading into the woods 
for the winter logging season.  The 
winter is always packed with the 
pressure to produce.  Farmers may 
make hay when the sun shines but 
loggers fill wood yards when the 
ground is frozen.

Take time to plan your winter 
work with an 
emphasis on 
safety.  Vince 
Lombard; 
said that 
fatigue 
makes 

cowards of us all.  
Cold and snow 
combined with long 
days and weeks can 
make all of us less 
safe.  As Lombardi 
trained his players, 

let’s make sure we train our crews 
and ourselves to work safely.

W     W     W

There continues to be a lot of 
interest in what LP may or may 
not do in Minnesota.  I don’t have 
any inside information on this.  
There are a few things that have 
happened recently that we know 
as facts.  LP purchased the former 
Ainsworth/Potlatch site in Cook.  
LP and Norbord consummated a 
transaction in which they traded 
currently non-operating OSB plants 
in eastern Quebec.  Norbord owned 
a non-compete requirement on 
the Cook site which it obtained 
when they acquired what was 
left of Ainsworth.  As part of 
the transaction in which LP and 
Norbord traded the Quebec plants, 
the non-compete requirement was 
extinguished.

So those are the newest facts. 

W     W     W

In case you missed it there was 
an election in November.  I am in 
the camp that says the electorate 
voted for change.  I’m also of the 
belief that there is a need for greater 
understanding of other people, their 
circumstances, geography, hopes, 
ideals and frustrations.

Those of us who do not live in 
larger metropolitan areas or on 
the coasts have a different take on 
things.  My generalization is that we 
likely spend more time in the urban 
areas than many urban dwellers 
spend with us.  We do this because 
children and siblings have moved 
to a city; because we head there for 
meetings, events or shopping.  In 
Minnesota, many of our rural cable 
systems carry the evening news 
from Twin Cities stations.  We have 
deep connections because of family 
and regular news of what’s going 
on, both good and bad. 

I don’t think that this is the case 
with some urban dwellers.  So we 
have a divide in our country based 
on geography.  I don’t ascribe 
venality or ignorance to those from 
different circumstances, geography 
or with different values.  They are 
entitled to their opinions and I am 
entitled to mine.

The hysteria of some at Donald 
Trump’s election as President 
borders on the comical.  There were 
those who thought our country 
would go to heck in a handbasket 
when Ronald Reagan was elected, 
when Bill Clinton was elected, 
when both Bushes were elected and 
when Barack Obama was elected.  
Somehow the United States of 
America managed to survive and 
thrive to the dismay of those who 
saw impending calamity.  I’m sure 
that we will again.

W     W     W

The Minnesota legislature starts 
again in January.  The fall election 
saw Republicans gain a few seats 
in the House of Representatives 
as well as gaining control of the 
Senate.  In the House the most 
significant change will come in the 
Environment and Natural Resources 
Policy and Finance Committee.  
Representative Dan Fabian 
will replace Denny McNamara, 
who retired, as Chairman.  
Representative Fabian, who is from 
Roseau, is well versed on natural 
resource issues and has been a good 
friend of ours.  I look forward to 
working with him.

Senator Bill Ingebrigtsen will 
chair the corresponding committee 
as he did in 2011 and 2012 when 
Republicans controlled the body.  

Senator Ingebrigtsen, a former 
County Sheriff, is likewise very 
knowledgeable and has been a 
strong supporter of forestry.  I look 
forward to working with him too.

W     W     W

Governor Dayton grew 
increasingly concerned about the 
condition of our industry as he and 
Lt. Governor Tina Smith travelled 
the state this summer and fall.  He 
was particularly concerned about 
the high stumpage prices that 
emerged again the past several 
years.  In response to this he has 
directed the DNR to increase 
their timber sales to nine hundred 
thousand cords and to evaluate the 
sustainability of a one million cord 
annual sell level.

We appreciate the Governor’s 
strong support and action on this 
most crucial of issues.  We all saw 
what happened when stumpage 
prices spiked a decade ago.  One 
third of our industry closed 
permanently with untold impact on 
loggers, mill workers, communities 
and the state.

W     W     W

I want to thank you all for the 
privilege of serving as TPA’s 
executive vice president for another 
year.  There is not better group of 
people to work with and for.  I’m 
proud of TPA, the things that we 
accomplish and the differences that 
we make for our members and our 
communities.

W     W     W

Have a Merry Christmas and a 
safe and prosperous New Year!

Email: auction@wausauauctioneers.com
www.wausauauctioneers.com
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www.zieglercat.com

PROFITABLE LOGGING. 
SUSTAINABLE FORESTRY. 
Ziegler CAT offers a complete line of forestry equipment to meet 
your application needs — from core machines that help with road 
building, millyard, and reforestation, to purpose-built machines that 
harvest, extract, and load. We have what you need to get the job 
done, plus the service to back it up.

 � On-site service

 � Convenient parts ordering

 � Quality equipment for every job

 � Locally owned and operated locations

BEMIDJI 
5426 Highway 71 North 
Bemidji, MN 56601 
866.634.9983

BRAINERD 
3311 Liberty Lane 
Brainerd, MN 56401 
877.829.9850

BUHL 
10081 East Highway 169 
Buhl, MN 55713 
800.446.9795

DULUTH 
210 Garfield Avenue 
Duluth, MN 55802 
800.421.3831
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Member Feature...

By Ray Higgins

It’s early December on the western 
edge of St. Louis County, near 
Brimson.  Blake, Dexter, and Bruce 
Fjeran had planned to harvest the 
3800 cords of aspen, pine, birch, 
balsam, and spruce during the 
summer months, but because of an 
unusually warm fall—including 
record-setting 70s in some parts of 
northern Minnesota in November—
the ground isn’t yet frozen.  Like 
many Minnesota loggers, the 
Fjerans have had to turn to their 
inventory of “summer wood” if they 
want to be working.

Timing is Everything
For Two Harbors-based Fjeran Forest Products, finding 
the right time to make decisions has been critical.

“It’s been frustrating,” Blake says.  
“We had too much rain this summer, 
and then again this fall, too.  We did 
have two-to-three weeks this fall 
where it was pretty nice.”

Even this site is a challenge.  
Harvesting isn’t the problem.  The 
Fjerans have been here for a couple 
of weeks and have completed 
roughly half the harvest.  But the 
five-mile road into the site has 
several large spots that are two soft 
for truck traffic.  So for now, they’ll 
get the wood harvested and wait for 
colder temperatures.

“Last night it froze up a little bit,” 
Fjeran says, “but not enough to haul 
anything.  When we built the road 
we put some mats in the wet spots, 
and then it did freeze at one point 
and we were able to truck a couple 
of hundred cords out of here.  And 
then it started to rain.”

“Our timing may not have been 
the best,” Fjeran says, “but we 
always seem to make it work.”

Two Harbors-based Fjeran Forest 
Products got its start thirty years 
ago.  Blake’s father, Bruce, had been 
working at Reserve Mining in Silver 

Brock, Blake, Bruce, and Dexter Fjeran
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Bay for fifteen years.  But it was an 
era in which taconite mining in the 
state was in free fall.  When the end 
of the line for Reserve finally came 
in 1986 and Bruce found himself out 
of work, he and a partner headed 
for the woods.

“He did it to create a job for 
himself,” Blake says.

Working at Reserve all those 
years, Bruce didn’t figure he’d end 
up as a business owner.  They may 
not have realized it at the time, but 
looking back, the timing was right 
to get into the logging business.  
The Louisiana Pacific siding plant 
in Two Harbors had just opened, 
so some wood went there.  Bruce 
and his partner felled the timber 
by hand, using a cable skidder 
to get the wood to the landing.    
What didn’t go to LP was sold as 
firewood.  

As Blake got older, he helped 
out when he could on weekends 
and in the summer.  By the time 
Blake was ready to graduate from 
Two Harbors High School in 1993, 
Bruce was ready to dissolve his 
partnership and take his son on as 

his partner.
Bruce and Blake were still 

cutting the timber by hand.  As 
they added equipment, the Fjerans 
needed to add people, too.  One of 
their first moves was to convince 
Bruce’s older son Dexter to join 
the business.  Growth was closely 
managed so they wouldn’t over-
extend themselves.  They ultimately 
decided to purchase their first feller 
buncher and their first grapple 
skidder, and eventually added a 
stroke delimber and loader/slasher, 
rounding out a set of conventional 
logging equipment.

“I saw what other loggers were 
doing,” Blake says, “and I wanted 
to improve and get better and 
bigger.  My dad was conservative.  I 
always wanted more and more but 
he always slowed us down.  That 
might have saved us when times 
got tough.  We were able to grow 
every year, even during the years 
the industry was struggling, just not 
quite as fast.  And as we grew, we 
added employees.”

Then three years ago, always 
looking for ways to expand and 

be more versatile, the Fjerans saw 
another opportunity: the supply 
of timber offered for sale by public 
agencies in the Two Harbors area 
seemed to exceed demand. Their 
solution was to dip their toe into the 
world of cut-to-length equipment.

“We bought used equipment to 
try it out,” Blake says.  “Dexter ran 
the cutter and we had some helpers 
that would run forwarder.  We 
could see it was working.  Some of 
the sales are smaller sales, so we 
could get them a little cheaper, and 
it’s a little easier to move a couple of 
pieces of equipment around.”

The Fjerans were able to make 
cut-to-length work well enough that 
a year later they added a second 
set of cut-to-length equipment.  
Typically, they have both harvesters 
and both forwarders working on 
the same job.  Today is a good 
example.  While the conventional 
crew is cutting aspen on the St. 
Louis County sale near Brimson, 
their cut-to-length machines are 
busy harvesting 1500 cords of red 
pine bolts and logs on private land 
just outside of Aurora, 45 miles to 

The Fjerans’ Ponsse Buffalo cut-to-length forwarder is operated by Chris DesChampe.
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the north.
“We still had room to grow, and 

the mills still wanted wood,” Blake 
says. “We can use them in thinnings 
or in clear-cuts and we almost 
always plan to keep all the cut-to-
length machines on the same sale.  
This past summer, they were more 
in aspen clear-cuts.  Now that there 
are two of them going all the time, 
they can eat up a lot of wood, too.”

The cut-to-length equipment is 
paying off on this day.  Because it’s 
too wet to haul from the site near 
Brimson, the Fjerans are able to shift 
their trucks to the cut-to-length job, 
focusing on hauling from there, 
meaning they’re still able to deliver 
red pine to Potlatch in Bemidji and 
to Hedstrom Lumber in Grand 
Marais and generate revenue.

Along with the new equipment, 
the business is seeing other changes, 
too.  Now 66 years old, Bruce is 
scaling back his involvement.  He, 
Blake, and Dexter have always been 
partners, but these days Bruce is 
spending less time in the woods and 
more time working in the shop back 
in Two Harbors.

Each of the sons has their area 
of responsibility.  As operator of 
one of the cut-to-length processors, 
Dexter serves as foreman on those 
sites, while Blake builds roads and 
performs most of the administrative 
duties like buying stumpage, 
working with the mills, and hiring 
employees.

“It’s been a learning experience,” 
Blake says.  “It hasn’t always been 
easy.  I used to run a machine every 
day, and I do miss it.  You’re in 
your own little world out there.  I’ll 
maybe do a little bunching in the 
late winter, or skidding or slashing, 
once the roads are all done for the 
season.”

Among the lessons learned: the 
importance of hiring the right 
people.  The Fjerans have eight 
employees between the two crews 
and a couple of truckers.  Plus they 
hire contract haulers throughout the 
year to complete their deliveries to 
the mills.  

“Our crews are a big reason why 
we are where we are,” he says.  
“If you surround yourself with 
good people, it’s hard to look bad.  
Everyone works well together.  We 

Reggie Kuehl operates the Tigercat 822 feller buncher for Fjeran Logging.

Tom Hamilton drags harvested aspen to the landing with a Tigercat 
620C skidder.  A second skidder—a Tigercat 620D also operates on most 
conventional jobs.  Brock Fjeran runs that machine.
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Mark Sheff operates a Komatsu PC210LL delimber.  The Fjerans also have a Hitachi delimber to utilize on certain 
jobs.

Mark Bailey operates the Serco 300 slasher/loader and serves as the foreman on Fjeran’s conventional logging jobs. 
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Cody Suomi cuts pine with a John Deere 703 cut-to-length processor.

Josh Heggie loads harvested pine with a John Deere 1010 forwarder.

have great crews.”
Just as Dexter manages the cut-to-

length jobs, slasher/loader operator 
Mark Bailey serves as foreman on 
the conventional side where he and 
the others are empowered to make 
decisions on how to operate the sale.  
Reggie Kuehl, Josh Heggie, Cody 
Suomi, Chris DesChampe, Matt 
Quass, Mark Sheff,  David Boden, 
and Tom Hamilton round out the 
woods crews.  In addition, Blake’s 
wife Susan handles the book work 
and payroll, and their 16-year-old 
son Brock—a junior at Two Harbors 
High School—operates skidder or 
forwarder when he’s available .  
He’d like to join the business some 
day after he graduates.

“Sometimes good people pop 
up when you don’t necessarily 
need them,” Blake says.  “There’ve 
been times when we’ve hired them 
anyway and put them to work.  
That’s worked out for us a few 
different times now.”

These days, the biggest challenge 
is the weather.  They’re eagerly 
awaiting colder temps so their 
trucks can access the conventional 
site and haul the aspen to LP and 
to Sappi in Cloquet, and ship the 
birch, balsam, and spruce to Verso’s 
Duluth mill.  Fortunately, the 
weather forecast shows a cold snap 
may not be too far off.  And when it 
comes, the Fjerans will be ready.

“Things change every day,” Blake 
says.  “You have to be ready to 
adapt.

“It’s all about timing,” he says.  
“It depends on what wood you’re 
cutting.  What you’re going to buy.  
When you hire someone, sometimes 
the timing isn’t quite right.  But 
I’m a little stubborn sometimes.  So 
sometimes you make the wrong 
choice, but you make it work.

“And we have.”

Wheel Loaders, Crawlers, Track Excavators
Loader Backhoes, Skidders, Skid-Steer
Loaders, Engines and Transmissions

“Rely on our experience–Est. 1967”

www.sewlparts.com - parts@sewlparts.com
4535 State Route 3 N • PO Box 136

Wolf Lake, IL 62998

1-800-626-6046

USED REPAIR PARTS
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Harvested spuce and aspen is stacked on the landing, waiting for freeze-up so it can be hauled to the mill.

Dexter Fjeran operates a newly purchased Ponsse Scorpian cut-to-length processor.
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Hasbargen is Regional 
Logger of the Year
The Forest Resources 

Association and STIHL Incorporated 
honored Kit Hasbargen, of 
Hasbargen Logging in Birchdale, 
Minn., as the Lake States Region 
2016 Outstanding Logger at FRA’s 
Lake States Region Fall Meeting in 
Harris, Mich.

Hasbargen is a past president 
of TPA, and also served as 
president of the Minnesota Logger 
Education Program.  In addition, 
he represented the state’s loggers 
on the steering committee that 
generated the 2014 report on the 
Competitiveness of the Minnesota 
Primary Forest Products Industry.  
He is active in the local business 
community of Birchdale.  Kit and 
brothers Clarence and Denton have 
all served on the local volunteer 
fire department. Kit is always eager 
to speak to school groups about 
the logging industry and to help 
educate the public about forestry.   

In accepting the award, 
Hasbargen expressed his sincere 
appreciation to FRA and to STIHL 
for the award, and requested that 
FRA donate his $250 to the Log-a 
Load for Kids program. Hasbargen 
also said he wished his father, Alvin, 
who passed away earlier this year, 
had lived long enough to see how 
the business Alvin started in 1949 
has continued to enjoy success 
since Kit, Clarence, and Denton 
purchased their father’s business 
in 1989. Recently, nephews Zach, 
Alvin and Clinton, and son-in-law 
Derek have been made part owners 
of the business, ensuring further 
continuity of the family enterprise.  

It’s been a big year for Hasbargen 
Logging.  In April, the company was 
named Minnesota’s Logger of the 
Year by the Minnesota Sustainable 
Forestry Initiative® Committee.  
Then later in the month, Hasbargen 
Logging was recognized by the 
University of Minnesota Duluth 
Center for Economic Development 
with a Joel Labovitz Entrepreneurial 
Success Award.  The award was 
given because of the continued 

(L-R): FRA President Deb Hawkinson; FRA Lake States Region Chair Dave 
Tormohlen; Sue Hasbargen; 2016 FRA Lake States Region Outstanding 
Logger Kit Hasbargen; STIHL Sales Manager Jason Mabb; and STIHL 
Territory Manager Chris Wirsbinski.  Hasbargen received a wooden 
crosscut-saw plaque, a STIHL MS 461 chain saw, and $250 check, which was 
donated to Log-A-Load for Kids.

growth and steady employment of 
the business despite the challenges 
of mill closures and unsteady 
markets, all while the family 
business transitions to its fourth 
generation.  

 FRA’s Outstanding Logger 
Award program is designed to raise 

BOX 1008  •  CASS LAKE, MN 56633  •  218-335-2694

www.cassforest.com

Buying Fresh Logs: Red and White Pine
Pine Bolts: Jack, Red and White

For Specifications Call 218-335-2694

the visibility of professional logging 
contractors and to encourage other 
loggers to adopt the performance of 
the award winners.  The Regional 
Award winner becomes a nominee 
for FRA’s National Outstanding 
Logger recognition.
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Wanted: 
Good Hardwood Grade Logs

• Red oak, white oak, birch, ash, maple, basswood
• We have center-mount trailers, or you can deliver
• Paying top dollar the same day
• 8’-10’-12’ lengths
• Stick scaling

Call or Email Ben:
952-442-5988

pineproben@embarqmail.com

Pine Products, Inc.
11780 County Road 32
Waconia, MN  55387
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MLEP Wins LogSafe Contract 
for 2017-2018

One-stop “shopping” for 
training is back for 2017!  The 
Minnesota Logger Education 
Program has been awarded the 
contract to provide LogSafe training 
during 2017 and 2018. 

LogSafe training is provided 
under contract with the Department 
of Labor and Industry. Starting in 
2017, LogSafe OSHA training and 
LogSafe CPR/First Aid training will 
be coordinated through MLEP.

You will still be able to register 
for both MLEP and LogSafe 
training online or by calling MLEP 
the same as always. Beginning in 
January, loggers will get reminder 
notices for both MLEP training and 
LogSafe training for which they’ve 
registered.  

All training for OSHA classes 
must be approved by the 
Department of Labor and Industry, 
but MLEP asks for members to 
share ideas for specific topics to be 
addressed. 

MLEP had previously been 
contracted to provide Logsafe 
training in 2009 and 2010.  Since that 

Daniel J. Zobel CIC
Certified Insurance Councilor
Duluth / 332 West Superior Street, Suite 700
218.722.7753 -or- 1.800.241.2425

www.otismagie.com

We are staffed to provide the following endorsed programs for
members of the Minnesota Timber Producers Association:

EMPLOYEE BENEFITS
Group Health Insurance • Group Dental Insurance

Insurance Section 125 Plans  • Group Life Insurance

Protection, Performance and Peace of Mind.

Let Otis-Magie Help You Get There.

time, Hibbing Community College 
conducted the Logsafe training 
sessions.
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P H O N E 519.753.2000

E M A I L comments@tigercat.com

W E B S I T E www.tigercat.com

S O C I A L www.facebook.com/tigercat

CONFIDENCE BY DESIGN. 
THE PROOF IS IN THE EFFICIENCY, PRODUCTIVITY AND UPTIME.
Tigercat’s hydrostatic driveline is the most efficient, reliable choice for moving timber in tough terrain. 
Optional EHS offers higher travel speed on level ground and more powerful tractive effort when  
the going gets tough. In-house developed axles ensure drivetrain components are well matched to  
ever-increasing performance demands. The Tigercat FPT Tier 4 engine solution is simple and field 
proven, offering greater efficiency and long-term reliability.

Feel confident knowing Tigercat E-series skidders are backed by professionals who care about your 
productivity, uptime and cost per ton.

DULUTH, MN 
218.727.3038

WWW.TITANMACHINERY.COM 



Timber Bulletin  November/December 201618

Dayton Directs DNR To 
Study 1 Million Cords
Minnesota Gov. Mark Dayton 
has instructed the DNR to “analyze 
the sustainability of a 1 million cord 
harvest.”

In recent years, the DNR has 
offered and sold roughly an average 
of 800,000 cords per year.  Moving 
the harvest to one million cords 
would represent a 25 percent 
increase.

As part of the analysis, Gov. 
Dayton has directed the DNR to hire 
an independent forest modeler to 
help determine whether one million 
cords is sustainable.  DNR is also 
convening a stakeholder group to 
study the issue.  TPA Executive 
Vice President Wayne Brandt and 
TPA Past President Dale Erickson 
are among the members of the 
stakeholder group.

In a letter to Brandt, Gov Dayton 

wrote, “The timber industry in 
Minnesota is extremely important 
to all of us who live and do 

business here.  It’s a vital part of 
our economy, but it’s also the driver 
for the harvest that allows us to 
manage our forests for their habitat, 
recreational, and environmental 
benefits as well.  We understand 
that healthy mills are essential to 
healthy forests, and I want to assure 
you that we will do everything we 
can to support the industry during 
this critical time of increased global 
competition, high raw material 
prices, and increased demand for 
state timber.”

In his letter, Gov. Dayton 
directed the DNR to increase their 
annual timber offerings to 900,000 
immediately, until the million cord 
assessment is complete, as well 
as  delay the completion of the 
pending subsection forest resource 
management plans (SFRMPs) until 
after the review has been finished.  
Dayton also instructed the agency 
to accelerate its outreach efforts 
to family forest owners, and also, 
“engage other land managers 
to support and encourage their 
efforts to offer more wood—e.g., 
US Forest Service’s Good Neighbor 
Authority.”

The stakeholder group began 
meeting in December.

 

Ben Mussehl 
Financial Svcs Offcr Spec 
715-688-6506 
Ben.Mussehl@AgStar.com  

AgStar Financial Services understands both loan and lease options for the 
timber industry. That’s why our team of timber experts can help provide you 
with a financing package that is best for your operation. AgStar Financial 
Services is a partner you can trust.  

 

AgStar.com 866-577-1831 

AgStar Financial Services is an equal opportunity employer, 
lender and provider. © 2015 All rights reserved. 
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Hedstrom Lumber Co., Inc.

good 
business.

WHAT’S RIGHT IS JUST
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›› Dexter Larsen   ›› Daniel Maddy

fryberger.com

We have an attorney for you.
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Timber
Talk

Timber Industry Wins 
Forest Road Victory
The U.S. Forest products 
industry received a hard-fought 
victory concerning forest roads 
when the November deadline 
passed for challenging a favorable 
Environmental Protection Agency 
ruling.

In the ruling, the EPA determined 
that stormwater discharges from 
forest roads do not warrant 
regulation under the Clean Water 

Act, and that 
state, federal, 
regional, tribal 
government, 
and private 
sector programs 
already exist 
nationwide 

to address water quality problems 
caused by discharges from forest 
roads.  

Those opposed to the ruling could 
have challenged it in federal court, 
but no suit was filed before the 
November deadline.

In 2014, Congress included in 
the final Farm Bill a provision that 
forest roads and forest management 
continue to be regulated through 
state best management practices 
under the Clean Water Act. The 

action ended litigation that began 
in an Oregon district court in 
2006. Congress did not address 
EPA’s authority to adopt a 
regulatory program for stormwater 
discharges, although it saw no 
need for regulatory action. The EPA 
decision is aligned with this 2014 
congressional action.

“Many of these programs have 
been improved and updated in 
recent years,” according to the 
EPA announcement.  “Program 
implementation rates are generally 
high and have been shown to be 
effective in protecting water quality 
when properly implemented.”

Ray Hitchcock Passes

Former DNR Forestry Director 
Ray Hitchcock died in November 
due to complications of ALS.

Hitchcock spent 35 years with the 
DNR in a variety of roles, including 
field forest ranger and forest fire 
chief.  In addition to his role as 
state forester, Hitchcock supported 
expansion of the forest industry and 
advanced interagency partnerships.  
Hitchcock also served as assistant 
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DNR commissioner or operations, 
and as interim DNR commissioner.  
He retired from the agency in 1999.

During his 35 year career, 
Hitchcock also was president of 
the National Association of State 
Foresters.
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Years Ago in the Bulletin
A sampling of stories and topics from the archives of the Timber Bulletin
25 Years Ago
• The earth is shaking in the timber industry of 

the Lake States and beyond.  The big question 
on loggers’ minds breaks into two parts: Do I buy 
a whole-tree harvester/processor?  If so, when 
and which kind?  Additional questions include, 
If I don’t want to go with processors, what are 
my chances of surviving in the industry?  And, 
If I decide to stay with chain saws, can I compete 
when others are using processors?  If there’s a 
consensus, it’s that sophisticated feller-bunchers 
are so productive that loggers will ignore them at 
the risk of going under.

40 Years Ago
• The economy of the Marcell area looks for 

brighter things with the expansion of the Marcell 
Mills sawmill.  Coming on line within the month 
will be a second debarking line.  With the addition, 
the projected consumption of the mill should rise 
10,000 cords to 43,000 cords, all of it pole-length 
aspen.  According to part-owner Wally Probst, the 
mill maintains a working network of loggers who 

each deliver between 500 and 12,000 cords per 
year.  Marcell Mills employs 35.  

70 Years Ago
• Record Timber Cut Forecast: Timber sales 

contractors operating during the current fiscal 
year in the Superior National Forest expect to take 
out 65 million board feet of logs for all purposes, 
topping by 8 million board feet last year’s record 
cut, according to Hugo L. Sundling, forester in 
charge of timber sales.

• After a series of meetings which began March 
9, 1946, a settlement was finally reached with 
the Timber Workers Union, Local No. 29.  The 
wages for piece workers and hourly workers 
were increased 15 cents per hour.  The board 
which is paid to the camp operator is now set at 
$1.50 per day, instead of $1.20 per day.  Minimum 
wage is now 85 cents an hour.  The cook schedule 
was adjusted so that the cooks receive the same 
increase per week as that received by the other 
hourly employees.

BUILDING EQUIPMENT THAT CREATES OPPORTUNITIES

®

REDUCE COST.
INCREASE PROFITS.

For over 50 years, Morbark has manufactured high-performance equipment that allows you to harvest and process wood  
and other materials and convert them into profitable products. Nortrax can help you match your requirements with the best  
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Nelson’s 
now able 
to unload!

53’ – 7 axles – Michigan Special
6 bunks,  empty weight 22,500 lbs, (2) FA Lifts and (2) RA Lifts,
445 Michelin tires on aluminum wheels  $94,500 w/FET

Complete 5 Bunk Kits with 
Aluminum Stake and End Gates

For Flatbed or Rail Trailers
Kit includes: 10 Galvanized Bunk Bottoms, 
(20) Alum. 8’ Stakes, Alum. Front and Rear
Gates, Mounting Kit............................$7750
Galvanized Bunk Bottom w/ (2) 8’ Aluminum
Stakes and Hardware............................$600
Alum. Stake, 8’6....................................$140
Alum. Stake, 8’ .....................................$125

New 2016 Galvanized 47’ 3 Axle 
5 Bunk Log Trailer 

All Alum. Wheels, Front and Rear Axles Lift, 30K Axles and
Suspension, LED Lights, Empty Weight: 13,500# Painted,
13,800# Galvanized.

$48,500 w/FET Galvanized

$46,500 w/FET Painted Black

In Stock – Escanaba! 20 bunk trailers in stock
ready to go!

Custom built galvanized truck
racks for loader trucks. 
Call for customized quote.
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The Timber Bulletin publishes 
information regarding results of a 
sampling of recent timber sales and 
other market indicators, as well as 
other market-related news items.

DNR Ramps up 
PFM Program

The Minnesota DNR now has 
18 foresters and one “regional 
specialist” stationed in the Grand 
Rapids area to assist in private forest 
management (PFM), thanks to an 
appropriation from the Minnesota 
Legislature.

The DNR received $2.5 million 
during the 2016 session, with 
$2 million per year in future 
years to use for hiring foresters, 
forestry cost-share programs with 
landowners, inventory of forest 
lands across all ownerships, and 
contracts with consulting foresters.

The 18 foresters are scattered 
throughout the state.  In recent 
years, the DNR had only about six 
foresters working on PFM activities.

“It’s about creating a buzz in the 
community about private forest 
management,” says DNR Division 
of Forestry Director Forrest Boe.  
“As the DNR’s PFM activities 

On the Markets

have fallen off over the years, so 
has the amount of wood coming 
off of private lands.  That isn’t the 
only factor, but it’s one of them.  
The private landowner needs 
someone to help them with these 
management issues.  That’s our role, 
and we expect this to help more 
private wood hit the market in the 
coming years.”

The DNR says it will focus its 
PFM efforts on meeting with 
landowners, encouraging active 
forest management—including 
harvesting timber, contracting 
with consulting foresters to work 
with landowners, using cost share 
funds for tree planting, stand 
improvement projects, etc., and 
continuing the inventory of all forest 
lands.

Recent Timber Sales 
Average prices, as reported
by each agency

Agency Regular Intermediate
Cass County 
October 27—Oral Auction
Aspen $38.34 $40.78
Maple $17.04 $20.20
Birch $17.04 $25.54
All 6 tracts offered during the sale 
were purchased

Clearwater County 
November 2—Oral Auction
Aspen pulp NA $17.76
Tamarack pulp NA $  6.00
Maple pulp NA $11.41
All 6 tracts offered during the sale 
were purchased.
St. Louis County 
November 3—Oral Auction
Aspen 
   pulpwood $39.52 NA
Birch 
   pulpwood $10.82 NA
Balsam 
   pulpwood $23.42 NA
Norway pine 
   pulpwood $54.85 NA
18 of the 21 tracts offered during the 
sale were purchased.
Koochiching County
November 16—Oral Auction
Aspen P&B $40.72 $42.15
Spruce P&B $37.54 $25.91
Balsam P&B $14.67 $13.70
Ash P&B $  8.68 $  7.58
All 32 tracts offered during the sale 
were purchased.
DNR—Baudette Area 
November 22—Oral Auction
Aspen 
   Species (WC) $42.82 $29.10
Norway Pine 



Timber Bulletin  November/December 2016 25

   (WMP) $52.17 $20.81
Black Spruce 
   (WC) $24.40 $13.15
Tamarack $10.19 $  4.75
18 of the 19 tracts offered during the 
sale were purchased
Cass County 
November 23—Sealed Bid
Aspen  $38.25 $45.32
Bur Oak $18.24 NA
Birch $26.78 $29.81
5 of the 6 tracts offered during the 
sale were purchased

DNR—Tower Area
December 1—Oral Auction
Trembling 
   Aspen (WC) $19.87 $20.35
Aspen 
   Species (WC) $17.80 $17.44
Norway Pine 
   (WMP) $22.91 $30.00
Pine Species 
   (WMP) $17.06 $13.91
All 19 tracts offered during the sale 
were purchased
Itasca County 
December 2—Oral Auction
Aspen $35.41 NA
Red Pine $28.87 NA
White Spruce $28.88 NA
Balsam  $23.10 NA
37 of the 39 tracts offered during the 
sale were purchased
Aitkin County 
December 5—Oral Auction
Aspen P&B $37.30 NA
Maple P&B $12.08 NA
Oak P&B $19.52 NA  
Mixed 
   Hrdwds P&B $17.95 NA
32 of the 46 tracts offered during the 
sale were purchased
DNR—Aitkin Area 
December 5—Oral Auction
Aspen 
   Species (WC) $37.07 $41.99
Trembling 
   Aspen (WMP) NA $37.85
Norway Pine 
   (WMP) NA $17.98
Nrthrn Hdwds 
   (WMP) $11.84 $12.91
18 of the 20 tracts offered during the 
sale were purchased
DNR—Backus/Deer River Area 
December 6—Oral Auction
Trembling 
   Aspen (WC) $29.51 $45.04

Aspen 
   Species (WC) $53.90 $48.28
Norway Pine 
   (WMP) $41.69 $24.49
16 of the 19 tracts offered during the 
sale were purchased
Beltrami County 
December 6—Sealed Bid
Aspen pulp $46.12 NA
Balsam pulp $22.04 NA
Red Pine bolts $83.20 NA
6 of the 8 tracts offered during the 
sale were purchased.
DNR—Littlefork Area 
December 7—Oral Auction
Aspen 
   Species (WC) $52.92 $48.94
Black Spruce 
   (WC) NA $22.53
Jack Pine 
   (WMP) $54.77 NA
14 of the 16 tracts offered during the 
sale were purchased
Beltrami County 
December 8—Oral Auction
Aspen pulp $53.13 NA
Jack pine pulp $21.92 NA
Basswood P&B $29.87 NA
Balsam pulp $18.44 NA

13 of the 14 tracts offered during the 
sale were purchased.
DNR—Sandstone Area 
December 8—Oral Auction
Aspen 
   Species (WC) $54.86 $48.93
Red Maple 
   (WC) $25.81 NA
Red Oak 
   (WMP) $54.75 46.92
All 5 tracts offered during the sale 
were purchased
DNR—Hibbing Area 
December 8—Oral Auction
Trembling 
   Aspen (WC) $28.53 $32.59
Black Spruce 
   (WC) $36.18 $20.24
Pine Species 
   (WMP) $35.39 $27.12
10 of the 11 tracts offered during the 
sale were purchased
Products:
PB= Pulp and Bolts
WMP= Woodsrun mixed Products
WC= Woodsrun cordwood
ST=Sawtimber
WST=Woodsrun Sawtimber
PW=Pulpwood
SLV=Sawlogs/Veneer
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LOGGERS OF THE PAST . . .

Early Fire
Control

by J. C. Ryan

This story is reprinted from an earlier Timber Bulletin–one of the first of “Buzz” 
Ryan’s ever-popular contributions to these pages. The Bulletin will continue to 
reprint selected stories from the memories he recorded for us.–Editor
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LO G G ERS O F TH E PAST ...

Early Fire Control
by J. C. Ryan

For the past 30 years, northern Min-
nesota has enjoyed a period of fairly wet
weather, free from any large forest fires.
Now, in the fall of 1976, we have bad fire
conditions following a very dry spring and
summer with many fires throughout the
northern half of the state. And, while the

condition is bad to say the least, it is not
new.

From the time logging began in the
state in the 1840s, the northern half of
Minnesota has been confronted with many
dry years and bad fire conditions. In the
early years of logging, forest fires were not

much of a problem to the logger, mostly
because the logging camps operated only
during the winter months and settlers had
not started to open up the land for farm-
ing. While there was some loss to the com-
panies, it was mostly in fire-killed timber.
In a few cases, fire may have been of some
help in removing brush and debris, making
logging easier.

However, following the Hinckley fire of
Sept. 1, 1894, when logging camps and
equipment and much standing timber
were destroyed along with over 400 lives,
the loggers, like the settlers, became aware
of the terrible threat to life and property
that uncontrolled forest fires could cause.
When the town of Chisholm was wiped out
by another fire on Sept. 4, 1908, with vast
damage to property and timber, loggers
became even more aware of forest fires.
The Chisholm fire burned over 20,000
acres with two million dollars’ worth of
standing timber.

In the fall of 1910, 16 years after the
great Hinckley fire, another fire struck
Minnesota along its northern boundary
and wiped out the towns of Baudette
and Spooner. The year 1910 was the
hottest and driest on record so far, and
on Oct. 9, the forest fire, driven by a
southwest wind, rolled in on the two towns
and reduced them to ashes with the loss of
42 lives. Following this fire, public senti-
ment demanded a better fire control sys-
tem, and as a result the legislature of 1911
appropriated funds and passed laws set-
ting up a system of rangers and ranger
districts throughout the forested area of
the state.

These laws required loggers and
timbermen to burn slashings and reports
their cuttings, putting loggers directly into
fire control work by the reduction of what
was considered a fire hazard. Rangers
issued notices for disposal of whatever
slash they considered hazardous. Rail-
roads and logging companies were
required to patrol their railroads and take
steps to see that their locomotives did not
set fires. Each camp foreman became
responsible for carrying out the fire control
and prevention within his camp operations
area. Besides this, fire patrolmen were
used to patrol all engines over the logging

Early fires in northern Minnesota – traveling through a cutover area (above) and threatening a
small town (below).
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spurs.
With the coming of railroad logging and

the operation of steam jammers, the
chance of fire became much greater. Fire
fighting and control still remained the
responsibility of the district rangers. How-
ever, ranger districts were large and
greatly undermanned, and the rangers
depended pretty much on the logging com-
panies to cover their work areas.

In order to supplement the work of the
scattered state rangers and patrolmen,
some of the larger companies hired sum-
mer patrolmen for their operations and
timber stands. With the help of the
weather, fires were cut down in number
considerably between 1911 and 1917.
However, with the dry weather of 1917,
followed by another dry year in 1918,
fires again began to get out of control.
Many small fires were burning through-
out the area and with a hurricane wind
developing on Oct. 12, fires rolled over the
towns of Moose Lake, Cloquet, and the
smaller villages of Kettle River, Lawler,
Munger, Brookston, Adolph and all the
area in between, even threatening the
city of Duluth. Property damage was esti-
mated to be $28 million and 438 lives were
lost.

In order to try to establish blame for the
fire (or fires, as it was found that there
were at least six distinct strips of burned-
over area), many lawsuits were started to
collect damage from the larger lumber
companies and the railroads.

Since railroads were under government
control at that time, the government
finally paid most of the claims. While the
lumber companies won all of their suits, it
cost them many thousands of dollars. After
the 1918 fire and the damage claims, all
the logging companies operating in north-
eastern Minnesota greatly increased their
efforts to control any fires that might start
in their operations or logging areas and
result in claims for damage. Several fire
control organizations were formed to work
with and under the direction of the district
rangers.

The Oliver Iron Company woods opera-
tion in the Brimson and Burnside area had
set up a system of fire patrolmen who
worked throughout their operations dur-
ing the summer months. This was com-
posed of camp clerks, foremen, straw
bosses, cruiser and other supervising per-
sonnel who worked in the camps during
the winter months. In case of fire, they
used the little fire equipment available in
the camps.

In 1919, the first private fire control
organization, known as the Wales Forest
Protective Association, was established
with Noah Bottineau in charge and Leo
Fay as his assistant. Their headquarters
was set up at Scott Junction on the Wales
branch. This organization assumed
responsibility for all fire control in the
area lying east of the Duluth and Iron

Range Railroad in St. Louis County, con-
sisting of about four townships, and about
10 townships in Lake County lying south
of Township 59 and north of Township 54
as far east as Range 9. This relieved the
state of a large portion of District 3 and
gave the chance to spread help to other
portions of District 3, which was greatly
undermanned.

The Wales Forest Protection Association
was financed by several companies that
had timber operations and stands of tim-
ber in the area. Each company paid accord-
ing to the number of acres in its holdings.
Some of the main timber holders in this
area were the Oliver Mining Co., Cloquet
Tie and Post Co., North Star Timber Co.,
Consolidated Paper Co., Scott Graff Co.
and the Duluth and Iron Range Railroad
Co. They built and maintained lookout
towers, telephone lines, and carried on all
fire protection work with as many as 25
patrolmen working during the summer
months. Most of their travel was done by
foot or by railroad motor car.

West of the Iron Range, between the
Range and Duluth, the timber was mostly
owned by the Combined Weyerhaeuser
Companies of Cloquet and many camps
were in operation. The few patrolmen they
had helped some in controlling fires, but
the summer of 1922 proved to be a bad fire

season. In August a large fire started near
White Face station on the Duluth Win-
nipeg and Pacific Railroad and burned
through to Markham. Much of the stand-
ing pine timber in 55-15 and 54-15 was
burned. The National Guard was called
out to help fight this fire, which was
brought under control with the help of
some rain. All of the burned timber had to
be cut in order to salvage some of it.

The Combined Weyerhaeuser Compa-
nies had been planning to expand their
protection program for some time, and fol-
lowing this 1922 fire, action was taken.
James Ryan, my father, had been directing
the mapping of the 1918 fire and handling
the field work in connection with the law-
suits filed against the companies. He was
called into the office of William Kenenty,
general manager of the Cloquet compa-
nies, and given the job of setting up a fire
control organization similar to the Wales
Association. This was to cover the compa-
nies’ work area west of the Duluth and
Iron Range Railroad in St. Louis County
south of the Iron Range.

The organization would differ from
the Wales Association in being financed by
the Cloquet companies only. More time
and effort would be spent in collecting
information on fires that might protect
the companies from suits. However, the

Timber destroyed by one of Minnesotaʼs early fires.
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main objective would be the control and
suppression of fires. This organization,
as the Wales organization, was to be
under the approval and direction of Percy
Vibert, the ranger in District 3 at Cloquet.
In 1923 Vibert’s district consisted of
most of St. Louis County south of the
Range and extended across Lake County
to the Cook County line. During the
spring of 1923, plans were made to estab-
lished headquarters at the crossing of the
NDE Railroad and Highway 4 known as
the Vermilion Trail. The organization was
known as the Cloquet Fire Patrol Associa-
tion, and lasted from June 1, 1923, to Feb.
1, 1930. In setting up the boundaries of
the area to be served by the association,
we took over districts that had been
manned part-time by state-paid men at
Cotton, Markham, Central Lake and
Biwabik, thus giving Vibert a chance to
hire more men in the fringe areas to the
south and west.

In May of 1923, buildings were set up at
the headquarters site, consisting of a
combination bunkhouse, kitchen and
office, a two-stall garage, a speeder house,
a warehouse and food storage building,
and an ice house. A four-stall garage and
two log cabins were built in 1924 as well
as hose racks, etc. I had been working as
a pulpwood scaler and log cutting inspec-
tor for the St. Louis Mercantile Co., one of
the Weyerhaeuser companies. I was trans-
ferred to headquarters to work as super-
visor of this organization under the super-
vision of my father, who had other duties
with the company, such as checking con-
tract loggers and timber estimating
supervision. However, much of his time
during the summer months in the first
years of the organization was spent at
headquarters.

We built lookout towers (several wood
towers at first, later replaced by steel
towers) and telephone lines. Much of our
travel was by railroad motor car or “speed-
ers,” with men on hand speeders patrolling
after the jammers and locomotives. We had
charge of all the brushburning around log-
ging camps and along railroad spurs that
were to be used during the summer
months. Patrolmen were assigned to fire
control wherever there were company men
working along the rivers during the drives.
During the spring of 1926 we had 600 men
burning brush during the month of April.
We set up a system of patrol beats that
were covered regularly throughout the dis-
trict with register boxes where patrolmen
would record the weather and conditions.
Watchmen were stationed at timber land-
ings along the railroad where fires might
cause considerable damage.

Our fire protection area covered all land
south from Township 59 to and including
Township 53 and parts of Township 52 in
Ranges 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, parts of Range 17
and also in the Hall Junction operations in
Ranges 18 and 19. We also had a special

man in the Beaver Rivers operations in 51-
15 during the summers of 1924 and 1925.
During the peak years we had about 28
summer patrolmen. Most of these men
were straw bosses, camp clerks and scalers
who went back to work in the lumber
camps during the winter months, with
only two or three men working over winter
checking slash. All railroad patrols were
under our supervision and we ordered that
the trains be patrolled whenever we
thought the danger of them starting fires
existed. Besides the regular patrolmen, we
had men stationed in the camp work areas
who would work checking jammers, loco-
motives and work areas. These men would
work the duration of the particular job,
lived in the camps under our direction and
were paid by us.

Upon the organization of the Cloquet
Fire Patrol Association, all camp foremen
clerks were notified that they were to
give us the greatest cooperation, that all
work would stop and the crews turned over
to us in case of fire and that they must
enforce any rules on fire prevention that
the association might prescribe. All of the
association’s regular patrolmen were com-
missioned by the state Forestry Depart-
ment and had the full power of state
rangers. We employed about 15 seven-
month patrolmen during most of the time
the association was in operation. During
the later years some state funds were
available and a few of our men were paid
from those.

When the association was formed in
1923, the Combined Cloquet Companies
had about 700 to 800 million board feet of
pine still standing. All of this virgin timber
had been harvested by 1929. Of this, about
500 million was in the Stroud area, the
balance was in the 55-15 Comstock Lake
area west of Mile Post 64 on the Iron
Range Railroad in 57-13, in 55-12 around
Stone Lake, in 51-15 on the Beaver and
several lesser scattered blocks.

In the summer of 1924 some 100 million
board feet of cut logs were hung up in
Island Lake when the power company
drew off the water. This created a bad fire
hazard and some logs burned.

Some 20 large 200-man camps and 30 or
more jobber camps were in operation dur-
ing the life of the association. The fire-
fighting equipment was cached throughout
the district and was composed mostly of
hand tools and pump tanks. At headquar-
ters we had large amounts of hand tools
and pumps, blankets, dishes and tents to
handle fires and men who had to be fed
and camped.

During most of the time, our first line of
defense for fire suppression came from the
camps, and when they were not in opera-
tion, lumberjacks would be picked up from
the employment offices in Duluth. Settlers
and local people were used in the fringe
and settled parts of the district. Much of
our transportation was by railroad speeder

A crown fire in action-and one of the early
wooden lookouts built by the Fire Patrol Asso-
ciation throughout the Cloquet Fire Patrol Dis-
trict. Some of these towers were replaced later
by steel lookouts.
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and up to 12 motorcars were operated by
the association. While we cannot take all
the credit, as the weather did cooperate,
the fire loss in our district from 1923 to
1929 was cut down considerably. We had
several fires of around 200 acres, but all
were brought under control without too
much loss.

In the fall of 1929 we had what was
known as the "Harvey fire" that burned
along the west side of 55-15 and into 56-15.
However, it was not until shortly before
the association was dissolved that we had
a really bad fire. While we were enjoying
pretty good success in our district, the
Wales Association to the east of us had
several large fires in the spring of 1926
that burned over most of two townships
(56-57-9).

My father had taken another position
with the companies and in 1929 the super-
vision of fire control work came under Ed
Marshall, an ex-supervisor of the
Chippewa National Forest who had been
hired by the companies to head their
forestry program. Reggie Vibert, brother of
the ranger Percy Vibert, was given some of
my father’s duties and was on the payroll
of the association that last six months of
1929.

In late fall of 1929, the companies
decided to dissolve the association and
on Feb. 1, 1930, all equipment of the
association, along with a sum of money,
was turned over to the state so they could
assume the job of taking care of any
fire hazards that may have been left by
the logging operations in the form of
slash.

Thus, after about seven fire years, the
Cloquet Fire Patrol became a thing of the
past. During the time it was in operation
the checks of the Cloquet Tie and Post Co.,
nonoperational at this time, were used to
pay for all the men and supplies. Most of
our fire fighting was done at the rate of 40
cents per hour and most of our patrolmen
were paid $100 per month plus room,
board and expenses.

During the time that the Cloquet Fire
Patrol was in existence, two other associa-
tions sprang up. One was known as the
Kabetogama Fire Patrol Association and
handled fire control in the operations of
Virginia and Rainy Lake Counties. The
other was known as the Galvin Fire Patrol
Association and handled fires in the
Galvin branch of the International Lum-
ber Co. (M&O) in Koochiching County.
Both of these were short-lived. The Oliver
Mining Co. still maintained some patrol-
men in their Burnside holdings but not to
the extent of the association.

From the time the state Forestry
Department was set up in 1911 until the
closing of the logging camps in the early
1930s, the logging camps were the first
source of organized fire crews and with
private fire control organizations, loggers
played a large part in early fire control.

These photos all show destruction of 1931 fires – including a settlerʼs home (above) and cars
abandoned and burned in a field in the Hay Creek fire.

The Holstein cow and the spike buck above suffocated but were unsinged in 1931 fires. The deer
below suffocated and burned.



Timber Bulletin  November/December 201630

To serve our readers better, the Timber 
Bulletin offers free classified ads of 
up to 85 words to all members and 
associate members of the Minnesota 
Timber Producers Association. All ads 
must be submitted in writing to the 
Association office. The MTPA assumes 
no responsibility for ad contents and 
accepts free ads on a first-come, first-
served basis within space limitations.
________________________________
HELP WANTED________________________________
Truck driver, full time, year 
around, hauling tree length wood 
in Southeast Texas, experience 
preferred. 409-489-0113
________________________________
WANTED________________________________

Barrel stave logs – White Oak and 
Burr Oak butt cuts 12-inch diameter 

and up – random lengths
For more information call

Robert Staggemeier at
Staggemeyer Stave Co. Inc.

Caledonia, MN 55921
Office: 507-724-3395
Cell: 608-792-7598

Classifieds

ADVERTISERS INDEX
AgStar ...........................................................................18

Bitco Insurance Companies .........................................5

Cass Forest Products ...................................................14

Don Dens Sales ............................................................23

Duluth Sign ..................................................................19

Fryberger, Buchanan, Smith & Frederick, P.A.........19

Great Lakes Trailers ....................................................21

Hancock Fabrication Inc.............................................21

Hedstrom Lumber Co.................................................19

Industrial Lubricant Company .................................30

Mid-States Equipment ................................................20

Nelson Wood Shims ....................................................23

Northern Timberline Equipment ..............................15

Nortrax....................................................................22, 31

Otis-Magie Insurance Agency ...................................16

Pine Products, Inc........................................................15

Pomp’s Tire ....................................................................5

Rice Blacksmith Saw & Machine.................................2

Rihm Kenworth ...........................................................25

Road Machinery & Supplies ......................................32

Schaefer Enterprises ....................................................12

Titan Machinery ..........................................................17

Wallingford’s ............................................................4, 20

Wausau Sales Corp........................................................6
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TIMBER BULLETIN Subscription Order

Make checks payable to:
TPA Services, Inc., 903 Medical Arts Bldg., 324 W. Superior St., Duluth, MN 55802

Note: Existing subscriptions will continue at their current rate until they expire.

Please send my GIFT SUBSCRIPTION to the Minnesota Timber Bulletin (six issues
per year) to be sent to the name below. Payment is enclosed for:
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Please type or print clearly.
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With more than 70 years of 
experience, we’re a leading 
provider of value-added 
lubrication products and 
services for the timber and 
logging industry. Keep your 
equipment running at       
peak performance with 
Industrial Lubricant.

Run with us.

MINING  |  RAILROAD  |  CONSTRUCTION  |  INDUSTRIAL AND ENERGY
TIMBER AND LOGGING  |  AGRICULTURE

IndustrialLubricant.com
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We’re changing the logging game. Loggers like you asked for more efficiency, 
more productivity, and less operator fatigue. Thousands of testing hours 
later, we’re happy to say our new 800M Series Tracked Feller Bunchers and 
Harvesters deliver all three. Using one easy-to-operate joystick, our exclusive 
new Rapid Cycle System (RCS) combines automated felling-head arm cycling 
with simple boom control. The RCS can also be tailored to individual skill levels 
and specific harvesting conditions. That’s game-changing performance — 
because at John Deere, We’re For Loggers.

CONSIDER THE 
GAME OFFICIALLY 
CHANGED. 

Bemidji, MN   888.450.1996

Ashland, WI    800.472.6685

Duluth, MN                  800.450.7456

Chippewa Falls, WI    800.691.2924

Grand Rapids, MN   800.450.9427 

Escanaba, MI             800.562.6174 

Monico, WI     800.472.7202

Mosinee, WI   866.312.8414

 See your Nortrax representative for more information.



FORESTRY 
QUALITY WITH 
THE KOMATSU 

ADVANTAGE

FORESTRY 
QUALITY WITH 
THE KOMATSU 

ADVANTAGE

Komatsu is an engineering company with a dedicated focus on forestry 
that will bring your business distinct advantages, including:

• Technical	innovations • Product	support
• Manufacturing	quality • A	reliable	partner

Komatsu	delivers	world	class	quality,	reliability	and	support	–	all	the	tools	
you’ll need to get the job done.

www.rmsequipment.com
RMS Duluth, MN 
1-800-888-9535 
Wade Stromgren

RMS Virginia, MN
1-218-290-3140
Les Harkonen

Road Machinery & Supplies Co. has
proudly served its customers since 1926.

RMS Grand Rapids, MN
1-218-780-1926 
Shawn Mitchell


