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the days are getting longer, 
reminding us that spring is 
coming.  if you’re like me, it 
seems we have much to do 
yet.  Particularly because this 
year’s cold weather hasn’t been 
cooperative.  i think we’ve all 
lost time in the woods due to the 
severe conditions.  

it always seems like there are 
challenges in our business.  this 
year not only the cold, but also 
challenges with fuel, equipment, 

etc.  but 
the good 
operators 
always 
find a way 
to meet 

these challenges 
and keep the 
wood moving.  
it’s good to hear 
about so many of 
our tPA members 
who always seem 

to find a way.
this year’s Minnesota 

legislative session has begun, and 
as always there are several issues 
that we’re watching closely.  
lobbying at the State Capitol is 
important work, something tPA 
has always taken great pride in, 
and this year is no different.

As we approach break-up, it’s 
always tempting to push the 
envelope and get as much wood 
delivered as possible.  but don’t 
forget not to cut corners when it 
comes to safety.  that extra load 
of wood won’t mean much if 
someone is injured in the process 
due to trying to go too fast.

Executive Committee
Mike Warren: 218-244-5722
Kit Hasbargen: 218-634-1628
Scott Pittack: 218-259-8148
Dave berthiaume: 218-380-9783
Kurt benson: 218-239-1001
TPA Staff
Ray Higgins: 218-722-5013
Wayne brandt: 218-722-5013

President’s 

Column

Years Ago in the bulletin
A sampling of stories and topics
from the archives of the Timber Bulletin
25 Years Ago
• Wayne E. Brandt has been appointed to the position of executive 

vice president of the Minnesota timber Producers Association.  
brandt will began work February 1 and will assume his new 
responsibilities on May 1 when Russ Allen, the current chief 
executive officer steps down after 25 years at the helm. 

40 Years Ago
• The Chippewa Noational Forest environmental statement is 

available.  Forest Supervisor Janes e. brewer announced that public 
comments will be accepted and reviewed before the final statement 
is adopted.  two years in preparation, this statement analyzes 
environmental impacts anticipated from the proposed timber 
management plan.

50 Years Ago
• The Rajala Mill in Bigfork burned down February 27 in a fire 

starting at 5:15 a.m.

email: wscauction@airrun.net
www.wausauauctioneers.com
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www.tigercat.com
www.facebook.com/Tigercat 
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executive Vice 
President’s 

Column

Many people do things that 
they know they shouldn’t. the one 
that is driving me crazy these days 
is the people who continue to text 
and drive even though it’s illegal. 
As a safety rule i try to be aware 
of the vehicles around me when 
i’m driving and i’m amazed at the 
number of people i see looking down 
at their phone when they’re driving. 
Whether they are texting, dialing or 
answering a call it’s not safe.

W     W     W
the forestry community had a 

big victory at the federal level with 
the inclusion of a “fix” on forest 

roads in 
the recently 
passed farm 
bill. You may 
recall that 
there was 
a decision 

by a federal judge 
a couple of years 
ago that would 
have required a 
federal nPDeS 
(water) permit for 
every forest road. 

Language to fix this was included in 
the House version of the farm bill.

Senator Klobuchar was on the 
conference committee and was 
tireless in making sure that forest 
roads language was included in the 
final bill. She had to fight a tough 
fight with some senior senators from 
her own party to get this included. 
Our thanks go out to Senator 
Klobuchar and her excellent staff for 
this big win.

thanks also go to Congressman 
Peterson who was on the conference 
committee, Senator Franken who 
weighed in with Majority leader 
Harry Reid and others and to 
Congressman nolan who was with 
us all the way in the House.

W     W     W
i’m getting a little tired of setting 

winter cold records here in Duluth. 
i know our members who have lost 
working days to the weather are 
tired of it too. Duluth has set records 
for the most consecutive days with 
temperatures below zero at 23 and 
most total days in a winter with 
temperatures below zero at 60.

We all know the cold and snow is 
tough on crews and equipment. it’s 

easy to let attention to safety get lax 
in tough weather but that‘s exactly 
the time to emphasize working safe. 
You won’t regret the injuries you 
prevent by doing this.

W     W     W
We had a good year for the tPA/

luA worker’s compensation 
program in 2013 with a loss ratio 
of under 30 percent. this is a 
significant improvement from the 
previous several years, which is 
important to our program.

thank you to everyone for 
working safely every day.

W     W     W
i know, four items into this 

column and nothing about the 
State legislature. Well the 2014 
State legislative session starts Feb. 
25 so there is nothing to report on 
their actions. For our actions here 
at tPA, we’ve been meeting with 
legislators on the issues that we are 
working on in advance of this year’s 
session. there are a lot of legislators 
that support our issues and we 
appreciate their work.

Once the session starts it will be 
fast and furious. the constitutional 
deadline for adjournment is May 
19 but there are many legislators 
who would like to see the session 
completed by easter. i’m with them 
on this but i’m not holding my breath.

W     W     W
i read with interest the recent 

reports on the results of the moose 
survey by the DnR. it was reported 
that moose numbers were up from 
the 2013 survey and about the 
same as the numbers from the 2012 
survey. the increase in the number 
of moose in 2014 was reported as 
being a result of excellent survey 
conditions. Moose are easier to 
see in the aerial surveys in winters 
when there is a lot of snow at the 
time of the survey.

i’m sure it’s easier to see moose 
when there is snow. What puzzles 
me is why reports on past surveys 
have not included caveats about 
the conditions. i don’t recall any 
disclaimer stating that last year’s 
survey numbers may have been low 
due to conditions. 

Surveying wildlife populations 
is a difficult job. It seems to me that 
the DnR and the media ought to 

be a little more careful about how 
they present the results. if they did 
report on survey conditions in the 
past years, i don’t recall it. What 
i recall is a lot of conjecture about 
the causes of the moose population 
plummeting.

My guess is that both moose and 
deer populations are significantly 
impacted by the tough times in 
our industry. both species thrive 
on habitats created by logging. 
Currently we are harvesting a lot 
less wood than in the past and 
creating a lot less habitat. Maybe 
somebody should add that to the 
reports.

W     W     W
ten years ago tPA led the 

successful effort to increase truck 
weights for hauling wood on 
state roads. We later expanded 
this approach to cover finished 
forest products and a number of 
agricultural products were also 
added to the list.

We have continued to work on 
changing the laws for the interstate 
Highway system along with many 
partners around the country and 
in Minnesota. We’re getting a lot of 
traction on the issue with support 
from Duluth Mayor Don ness, 
the downtown Duluth business 
community, Mn DOt Commissioner 
Zelle (who spoke to the tPA 
board in October) and the Dayton 
administration, along with others.

Congressman nolan recently 
signed another letter dealing with 
the federal study on truck weights 
that is underway. He has been very 
engaged on the issue along with 
other members of the Minnesota 
congressional delegation. We 
appreciate their support.

This is a tough fight with the 
railroads being the primary 
opposition. We’ve never shied away 
from a fight and will continue to press 
forward on this issue until we prevail.

W     W     W
Keep working safely as we move 

into the final weeks of the winter 
logging season. everyone gets tired 
at the end and that’s why we need 
to pay even more attention to safety.



218-722-2569    bolson@duluthsign.com 
116 W. Superior St., Duluth, MN 55802    www.duluthsign.com 

Need your logo or
DOT numbers on your truck?

Give us a call

Toward the Best
Customer Service

1932 - 2012
CELEBRATING 80 YEARS IN BUSINESS

www.rihmkenworth.com

St. Paul, MN
651.646.7833
800.988.8235

Sauk Centre, MN
320.352.8540
855.704.9211

Albert Lea, MN
507.552.1340
877.744.6591

Duluth/Superior
715.395.5350
800.341.1666
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Member Feature...

by Ray Higgins

Winter is the time of year 
loggers love to work.  the ground is 
frozen, perfect for running logging 
machinery like feller bunchers and 
cut-to-length processors.

but this winter has been 
unusually harsh.  temperatures 
have struggled to get above zero 
all season, and that’s hard on 
equipment and workers alike.

but today it feels balmy just south 
of Osage in becker County, where 
Kimball’s logging is harvesting 
1400 cords of aspen, balsam, birch, 
and maple.  After bottoming 
out at -23, the thermometer has 
skyrocketed to 6 degrees above zero.

Kelly and Justin Kimball

Four Hundred Year Legacy
Kimball’s Logging in Park Rapids is continuing
a long tradition in the logging/timber business.

not like other days this winter.  
there have been times when it 
was so cold that Kelly Kimball and 
his son Justin ended up working 
through the night.  like many 
loggers they were leaving the 
equipment running overnight in 
the frigid temperatures anyhow 
to avoid having to start them cold 
in the morning.  As long as the 
machines were on, why not stay and 
use them?

“it’s a little like musical 
machinery,” Kelly says.

“He’d run slasher and a skidder,” 
Justin says, pointing at his father, 
“and i’d run the buncher and 
delmber, just to keep things going.”

the plan was to go home and 
sleep when the crew showed up to 

work by 6 a.m.  
“But you know how that works,” 

Kelly says with a smile.  there’s 
always plenty to do, sleep or no 
sleep.

“the ground still hasn’t frozen 
this winter, even though it’s been 
so cold,” Justin says.  “There’s too 
much snow and that’s insulating the 
ground.  even here on the edges the 
ground is soft unless you work it 
up and a couple of days later it will 
freeze.”

Such is the life of a Minnesota 
logger.  there’s always a challenge 
in search of a solution, be it 
stumpage costs, the price of diesel, 
or conducting a harvest in a manner 
to satisfy both the landowner and 
the forest management guidelines.  



Timber Bulletin  January/February 2014 9

Justin Kimball operates the John Deere 843J feller buncher as Kimball’s Logging begins harvesting operations on a DNR 
timber sale.

but the Kimball family has been in 
the woods for too many generations 
to want it any other way.  

like many of the state’s loggers, 
Kelly Kimball learned the business 
from his father, who learned it 
from his father before him.  What’s 
unique about the Kimballs is they 
can trace their family’s history in the 
logging/sawmill business back to 
the first settlers from Europe, nearly 
400 years ago.

“The first Kimballs came over 
from England in 1634,” Justin says.  
“they started in Massachusetts back 
then making wagon wheels.”

the Kimball family spread out 
from there, from Massachusetts, 
north to Maine, and gradually west 
to Wisconsin and Minnesota.

“The just followed the timber,” 
Kelly says.  “As the settlers moved 
west, they needed timber for their 
homes.”

by the 1880s, the family had 
reached Ottertail County, and 
shortly after that settled in Akeley, 
18 miles east of Park Rapids.

My grandpa was involved in the 
Red River lumber Company in 
Akeley,” Kelly says.  “They moved 
to Park Rapids around 1927.

Kelly’s father joined the family 

business when he was old enough 
and ultimately brought his son into 
the fold.

“i started peeling aspen for my 
dad when I was five,” he says.  
“He concentrated a little more on 
sawmills than on logging.  We 
started out that way and then we 
kind of converted more to logging.  
Otherwise we logged a lot in the 
winter and ran sawmills in the 
summer.  That’s how I grew up.”

With his brothers terry and ben, 
Kelly worked in the woods from 
an early age.  the three brothers 
bought the business from their 
father in 1978, and when Kelly 
graduated from Park Rapids High 

in 1979, he started to work full-
time.  eventually terry and ben 
drifted to other jobs away from the 
woods, and Kelly became the sole-
proprietor.   

but that may not last long.  
Justin’s brother, Zach, works for the 
business as well, running slasher, 
while Justin operates the feller 
buncher.

“We’d like to slowly turn it over 
to them,” Kelly says.

Justin graduated from Park 
Rapids High in 2000, then earned 
a degree in accounting from 
Minnesota State-Moorhead but 
decided he’d rather be in the woods 
then in an office.  Zach graduated 

BOX 1008  •  CASS LAKE, MN 56633  •  218-335-2694

www.cassforest.com

Buying Fresh Logs: Red and White Pine
Pine Bolts: Jack, Red and White

For Specifications Call 218-335-2694
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from Park Rapids in 2003, 
checked out the heavy equipment 
maintenance program in Staples 
and found out there was a two-
year waiting list.  instead, he went 
to work with the family business 
driving truck and operating 

the loader/slasher.   When the 
company’s truck drivers realized 
how good Zach was at slashing and 
loading, he was recruited to stay in 
the woods.  

Joining the Kimball boys on the 
woods crew are skidder operators 

Joe tretbar and Donny Pachel, and 
limber operator Sam Yliniemi.

“It’s a good crew,” Kelly says.  
“Sam and Donny have been with us 
27 years.

“I do everything else,” he says.  
“like building and plowing out 
roads before we move in, getting the 
landings built.  i do mechanic work, 
and if anybody’s sick on the whole 
crew, I take their spot.”

Kelly has also been active in 
the industry as a whole, serving 
on the boards of both tPA and 
the Minnesota logger education 
Program, including a stint as MleP 
board president.

the Kimballs also run three trucks 
– Duane Hensel, Chris Coburn, and 
Mike Reichling are the drivers – and 
hire three contract truckers to haul 
timber to the mill.

On this day, the Kimballs are 
actually working at two sites:  
they’re skidding, slashing, and 
hauling what’s left of a 1000-cord 
private sale just southeast of Osage 
featuring aspen, red pine, jackpine, 
balsam, and spruce; while they’re 
just starting harvest operations at 
the 1400 state sale about four miles 

Donny Pachel of Kimball’s Logging drags harvested aspen to the landing with a 
John Deere 648H skidder.

LUA is proud to continue our 108-year tradition of service by 
partnering with Northern Capital Insurance Group to meet the 

insurance needs of the MTPA members.

Northern Capital has been serving the Forest 
Products Industry for over 20 years specializing in 
workers compensation, property, general liability 

and truck/auto insurance coverages.

For more information contact Northern Capital at 
1-800-676-8818 or info@northerncapital-mn.com 

ATTN: Judy King. 
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it’s a big change from 15 years 
ago, when Potlatch not only owned 
the bemidji sawmill, but also the 
paper mill in Cloquet and the 
OSb facilities in bemidji, Grand 
Rapids, and Cook.  in those days, 
the majority of the Kimballs’ wood 
went to one of the Potlatch mills.

“We had all of our eggs pretty 

much in one basket,” Kelly says.
ultimately, Potlatch sold the 

Cloquet mill to Sappi and the 
OSb mills to Ainsworth, and the 
Kimballs continued to deliver.  they 
also brought a fair amount of wood 
– particularly balsam – to the Sartell 
mill most recently owned by Verso.  
but the u.S. housing market crashed 
in 2006 and Ainsworth wound up 
shuttering the OSb mills.  like a 

Zach Kimball Joe Tretvar operates a John Deere 648GIII skidder as Kimball’s Logging finishes a 
private sale south of Osage.

to the west.
the wood from the two sites is 

headed in a variety of directions.  
the pine bolts are going to Potlatch 
in bemidji, and the balance of 
the wood is headed for norbord, 
blandin, or Sappi.  the Kimballs 
also deliver to as many as 15 Amish 
lumber mills in the region.  
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Zach Kimball loads harvested jack pine with a Barko 495ML Magnum slasher/loader.

Kimball’s John Deere 2154D delimber with a Lim-mit 2100C boom is operated by Sam Yliniemi.  

lot of loggers, the Kimballs lost a 
significant portion of their market.

Fortunately, they had a good 
reputation in the industry and were 
soon able to find a 
home for their wood.

“We were 
scrambling for 
markets,” Kelly 
says.  “i don’t know 
why (norbord 
procurement 
forester) Jerry 
Richards called one 
day.  but he did and 
said norbord had 
decided to take us 
on.”

“At that time,” 
Richards recalls,” we 
were buying wood 
from as far away as 
the Saskatchewan 
border.  When we 
had nearby mills 
closing and loggers 
here looking for 
markets, it made 
sense for us to take 
on companies like 
the Kimballs.  these 
companies are our 
neighbors.  it was 
good for them and 

it’s good for us to have a strong 
logging community.”

That solidified the business.  
Certainly there have been other 

challenges, but the Kimballs have 
worked through them and continue 
to do so.

Kelly, Justin, and Zach aren’t 
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Harvested maple waits to be skidded to the landing for slashing and then hauling 
to the mill.

the only Kimballs in the family 
business.  Kelly’s wife, Shelly, 
handles the books while working 
as a pharmacy tech in Park Rapids.  
then there’s Cory.

like his brothers, Cory grew 
up helping out, running skidder 
and driving truck.  After high 
school, he went to the university of 
Minnesota-Crookston and wound 
up finishing his degree in forestry 
at the university’s St. Paul campus.  
After a short stint working for 
Clearwater County, Cory now is a 
DnR forester in the bemidji Area 
office.

“it’s nice for us to see that side of 
it too,” Kelly says.  

it’s also resulted in some 
interesting conversations around 
the Kimball household, particularly 
since Cory was the Kimballs’ sale 
administrator on four Clearwater 
County permits.

“He was at the house one night,” 
Kelly says, “and he says, ‘Dad, do 
you think you could do it this way?’  
And Shelly’s there and says, ‘Cory, 
you’re his forester.  Don’t ask him.  
Tell him.’”

Kimball smiles as he tells the 

   

story.  He’s proud of all three of 
his boys, of continuing the Kimball 
family’s legacy in the timber 
industry, and of the possibility of 
seeing at least some of his sons 
take over the business one day.  He 
knows the business has seen its 

challenges and will see more in the 
future, but smiles when he thinks of 
the potential.

“I like being my own boss,” Kelly 
says, “and being out in nature.  the 
clean air.  And it’s a challenge.  i like 
that.”



Timber Bulletin  January/February 201414

Verso to Acquire NewPage 
Purchase Includes Duluth Mill

In January, Verso 
Paper Corp. and 
newPage Holdings 
inc. announced that 
they have entered into 
a definitive agreement 
under which Verso 
will acquire newPage 
in a transaction 
valued at $1.4 billion.  
upon closing of 
the transaction, the 
combined company 
will have sales of 
approximately $4.5 billion and 
11 manufacturing facilities located 
in six states.  the transaction, which 
has been unanimously approved 
by the boards of directors of both 
companies, is expected to close in 
the second half of 2014, subject to 
regulatory approvals.

“the combination of Verso and 
newPage will create a stronger 
business that is better positioned to 
serve our customers and compete in 
a competitive global marketplace,” 
said David J. Paterson, Verso’s 
president and chief executive 
officer.  “We continue to face 
increased competition from 
electronic substitution for print 
and international producers, 
but as a larger, more efficient 
organization with a sustainable 
capital structure, we will be better 
positioned to compete effectively 
and deliver solid results despite the 
industry’s continuing challenges.  
Furthermore, we believe the 
transaction provides stakeholders 
in both companies with meaningful, 
compelling value.”

George F. Martin, president and 
chief executive officer of NewPage, 
commented, “We believe this 
agreement with Verso represents 
the best way forward for our 
stakeholders.  A combined Verso 
and newPage will be able to 
achieve greater efficiencies, which 
will enable it to serve clients with 
a high level of product quality and 
innovation.  together we will have 
increased manufacturing efficiency, 
greater flexibility and an even more 
solid and capable platform.”

Dave Paterson, the CeO of Verso, 
will lead the combined organization.  
At closing, Verso has agreed to 
appoint to its board of directors a 
current director of newPage.  Prior 
to closing, the current leadership 
teams of Verso and newPage will 
continue to lead their respective 
organizations to ensure that both 
companies continue to provide 
quality products and services to 
their customers and to ensure 
completion of the proposed 
transaction.

Verso Paper Corp. is a leading 
north American producer of 
coated papers, including coated 
groundwood and coated freesheet, 

and specialty products, with 
$1.5 billion in net sales for the 
year ended Dec. 31, 2012.  Verso 
is headquartered in Memphis, 
tennessee, and owns paper mills in 
Maine and Michigan.  

newPage is a leading producer 
of printing and specialty papers in 
north America with $3.1 billion in 
net sales for the year ended Dec. 31, 
2012.  newPage is headquartered 
in Miamisburg, Ohio, and owns 
paper mills in Kentucky, Maine, 
Maryland, Michigan, Minnesota and 
Wisconsin.  newPage’s portfolio 
of paper products includes coated, 
supercalendered and specialty 
papers.  
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Investments at Several Mills
Over Past Year
In 2013, several Minnesota 
forest products manufacturing 
facilities made improvements and 
upgrades, helping to improve their 
positions in an ever-increasing 
competitive global marketplace.  
these investments are seen as an 
indication that these companies see 
improving market conditions in 
Minnesota, which is good news for 
our state’s loggers and the entire 
forest products industry.

Hedstrom Lumber
the Hedstrom family started 

the company in 1914, so this year 
marks the 100th year of Hedstrom 
lumber.  the company enters the 
year having made improvements to 
the mill in 2013, including a rebuilt 
dry kiln and a rebuilt scale.

the company manufactures 
timbers for timber frame 
construction, dimension lumber, 
and pattern stock, and is one of the 
largest private employers in Cook 
County.

“As we celebrate 100 years in 
business,” Howard Hedstrom says, 
“We are making the investments 
that will allow us to continue well 
into future.”

Louisiana Pacific
to help keep pace with demand 

from builders and remodelers, in 
2013 lP® building Products made 
a substantial investment in its plant 
near two Harbors, expanding 
production capacity. 

the plant produces lP 
SmartSide® treated engineered 
wood trim and siding.

the two Harbors plant replaced 
its eight-flight press with a 10-flight 

press and also added two loader 
and unloader flights. The previous 
press had reached the end of its life 
cycle.  As a result, the mill increased 
production by 25 percent to create 
more supply for high growth 
products like trim, lap and soffits. 

“lP is delighted with this 
expansion,” said Steve Twining, 
lP’s two Harbors plant manager. 
“in addition, lake County has 
been an excellent partner and we’re 
extremely grateful for its support of 
our expansion.”

lake County applied for and 
received two grants from the 
State of Minnesota’s iron Range 
Resources & Rehabilitation board. 
the grants were used to add a 
rail spur and 3,200-amp feed to 
accommodate the plant’s increased 
production.

the plant employs 135 people.

Minnesota Power
Minnesota Power’s Hibbard 

Renewable energy Center (HReC), 
located on the St. louis River in 
Duluth, provides steam to the 
newPage mill and electricity to 
Minnesota Power’s grid.  in 2013-
14, Minnesota Power is investing 
over $10 million dollars at HReC to 
improve its biomass fuel handling.  

last year, Minnesota Power 
installed a new truck dump and 

Louisiana Pacific in Two Harbors.

Hedstrom lumber mill
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new wood bin metering screws 
to increase biomass capacity and 
input.  HReC is currently installing 
a new wood hog and disc screens to 
improve biomass material handling 
and boiler efficiency.  

“With this investment, MP 
is showing its commitment to 
sustainable biomass steam and 
electric generation as part of our 
Energy Forward strategy,” said 
HReC Plant Manager David 
Pessenda.

NewPage
in 2013 newPage approved a $3 

million capital project to replace 
the mill’s existing distributed 
control system (DCS).  this system 
controls the pulp and paper making 
processes for the Duluth Paper Mill.  
the project has been planned to 
span three years while not requiring 
any dedicated scheduled downtime 
to implement.

this project will improve process 
control in the pulping and paper 
areas.   the new DCS will give 
the operators and automation 
technician’s additional information 
and troubleshooting tools to 
enhance control of the process.   
the control system will monitor 
each loop’s health, improving 
predictive maintenance efforts 
and provide tighter, more flexible 
control, which will result in 
cumulative incremental runnability 
improvements.  

this project will also improve 
safety at newPage by providing 
the ability to verify zero energy 
potential during “lockout/tag out” 
by implementing “true test starts” 
for all motors. this is achieved 
by allowing automatic bypass of 
any interlock, which improves the 
overall integrity of the lock out 
system. 

Norbord
in Solway, norbord has made 

several improvements over the past 
three years.  the company started 
by installing new rotary dryer 
drums in 2011, increasing their 
size.  then in 2012 and 2013 the mill 
made significant rebuilds in the 
wood room end of the operation.   
in addition last year, all of the 
forming heads were replaced on the 
forming line, and most importantly 
to loggers, a second scale was 
added at a cost of $350,000 in an 

effort to reduce truck turnaround 
time.

“A from a business standpoint 
we’ve finally turned a corner to 
where we’ve been able to make 
some investments into the business, 
and that’s very good news, said 
norbord mill manager Jack 
Wallingford.  “This solidifies our 
longer term position here in the 
area.  We also hope to make some 
smaller capital investments over the 
next year or two, not as large as the 
last ones, but we do have some to 
make.”

Potlatch
At bemidji’s Potlatch mill, the 

most significant investment was in a 

Potlatch mill

The recently completed scale at Norbord’s mill in Solway.

fourth dry kiln that will provide the 
capacity to dry a more diverse range 
of species, including more balsam 
fir.  Balsam fir requires 6 times the 
drying hours of pine and spruce.  
the additional kiln provides those 
operating hours.   in addition, kiln 
4 has more air and heat capacity 
that will improve lumber drying 
productivity and quality with the 
more energy demanding species.

in addition, Potlatch invested in 
improvements in fire protection, 
dust reduction, and arc flash safety, 
as well as some lumber handling 
improvements that increase uptime 
and productivity.  

“We are very happy to achieve 
this investment in the bemidji mill 
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in 2013,” said Mill Manager Pete 
Aube, “and provide an expanding 
market for softwood sawbolts, with 
the associated positive economic 
impact for Northern Minnesota.”

Sappi Fine Paper
Sappi’s $170 million capital 

conversion project at the Cloquet 
Mill was completed in 2013, the 
mill not only continues to produce 
its paper products but now also 
makes specialized cellulose, used 
in textile and consumer goods 
markets. 

Sappi globally is the largest 
manufacturer of specialized 
cellulose in the world with capacity 
totaling to over 1.3 million metric 
tons per year. Specialized cellulose, 
also known as dissolving wood 
pulp, is a versatile raw material 
used by manufacturers to produce 
a wide range of products including 
textile fibers, pharmaceutical, 
beauty, and household products. 

“the Cloquet Mill is ideally 
suited to help Sappi secure 
its global leadership position                     

regarding specialized cellulose. it 
is the newest pulp mill in America, 
close to its fiber basket and with 
a highly skilled and motivated 
workforce,” said Ralph Boëttger, 
Chief Executive Officer, Sappi 

Sappi mill

limited.
At peak construction, over 1100 

workers were employed on the 
project with 41 different contractors 
totaling to over 550,000 man hours.

• Past Bulletins 
• Legislative Info 
• Latest News 
• Membership Info 
• Expo Info 
• Much More! 
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Logger of the Year 
Nominations being Accepted
the Minnesota Sustainable 
Forestry initiative® Program 
implementation Committee is now 

accepting 
nominations 
for the 2014 
logger of the 
Year Award.  

the award 
is designed 
to recognize 
outstanding 
independent 

logging contractor performance, 
increase the visibility of competent 
professional independent logging 
contractors within the forestry 
community, encourage independent 
logging contractors to emulate the 
outstanding performance of award 
winners, and improve forester-
logger-landowner relations by 
publicly recognizing outstanding 

BUILDING EQUIPMENT THAT CREATES OPPORTUNITIES

®

REDUCE COST.
INCREASE PROFITS.

For over 50 years, Morbark has manufactured high-performance equipment that allows you to harvest and process wood  
and other materials and convert them into profitable products. Nortrax can help you match your requirements with the best  
in Morbark Chiparvestors™, whole tree chippers, grinders and more. Depend on Nortrax for excellent product support, 
as well as an extensive Morbark equipment and parts inventory.

Contact: Erik Lunemann
  Nortrax Morbark Product Specialist - 218.244.7478

Grand Rapids  800.450.9427  •  Duluth  800.450.7456  •  Bemidji  888.450.1996

Nortrax & Morbark® can help you take your operation to the next level with:
   • Forestry       • Biomass       • Recycling      • Construction & Land Clearing Waste      

logging performance as an essential 
element of every planned timber 
harvest.

Among the areas in which 
nominees loggers will be evaluated 
are safety, forest management, 
timber harvesting practices, and 
business management, as well as 
community involvement.

the winning logger will receive 
a $500 cash award and “2014 
Logger of the Year” plaque.  In 
addition, this year’s honoree will 
be nominated for FRA’s Regional 
and national logger of the Year 
awards.  Minnesota’s 2013 winner, 
John Rolle of John Rolle logging in 
Chisholm, was also named Regional 
logger of the Year.  in addition, 2009 
Minnesota winner Dave berthiaume 
also won the regional award and 
was named national Outstanding 
logger.

Previous Minnesota winners 
include:

2013- Rolle logging
2012- erickson timber
2011- M&R Chips
2010- lovdahl & Sons llC
2009- berthiaume logging llC
2008- Pittack logging, inc.
2007- McCabe Forest Products
2006- Rieger logging, inc.
nomination forms can be 

obtained through the Mn SFi 
implementation Committee 
office by calling 218-722-5013.  
nominations are due March 10, 
2014.  The winner will be notified               
in April and the award will 
presented at the MleP logger 
Conferences.
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timber
talk

Feds Announce extension of
Paper Medical Certificate 
requirement for CDL Holders
the Federal Motor Carrier 
Administration is extending 
by one year, until Jan. 30, 2015, 
a requirement that interstate 
commercial driver’s license (CDl) 
holders retain paper copies of their 
medical examiner’s certificate and 
continue to make the document 
available for review upon request 
at the roadside by federal and 
state commercial motor vehicle 

inspectors. 
in December 

2008, FMCSA 
issued a 
Final Rule 
modernizing, 
streamlining, 
and simplifying 

recordkeeping obligations 
for drivers, carriers and state 
governments by requiring that 
a driver’s medical certification 
record be merged with state-issued 
CDls. States received support from 
FMCSA to implement the necessary 
it system upgrades and merge the 
records into one, online database 
– the Commercial Driver’s license 

information System (CDliS). 
FMCSA announced the one-year 

extension to protect commercial 
drivers from being cited for 
violations because some states are 
not yet in full compliance with the 
new system.

Additional Passing Lanes
Proposed for Highway 2

MnDOt has proposed adding 
three new 4-lane passing areas 
on uS Highway 2 between Deer 
River and Cass lake.  According to 
MnDOt, the 38-mile stretch is the 
last remaining segment of uS 2 from 
north Dakota to Wisconsin without 
adequately spaced passing lanes or 
a four-lane cross section.

If it receives final approval, the 
project would not only add the 
passing lanes, but also remove trees 
close to the roadway that create 
shade between november and 
February.  Removing these shaded 
areas would make the road safer by 
allowing sunlight to thaw icy areas.

A significant portion of the 
affected corridor is located 
within the Chippewa national 
Forest, which will need to grant 
a construction permit and a 
permanent easement in order for 
construction to begin.

Minnesota Power 
Ahead of the emissions 
Curve Using Coal-Wood 
Co-firing to Generate 
electricity

Wood waste is being tested 
by U.S. coal-fired power plants, 
as utilities look to cut carbon 
dioxide output quickly to meet 
likely restrictions on CO² by the 
environmental Protection Agency.  
Minnesota Power has added wood 
to the mix in its coal-fired plants 
in an effort to convert to one-third 
renewable fuel. its M.l. Hibbard 
Renewable energy Center in West 
Duluth, which uses waste wood as a 
fuel source, is among 200 u.S. coal-
fired power plants that have tested 
a coal-wood mix because wood is 
cheaper than coal, 

“We’re finding an emissions 
improvement benefit and an 
economic benefit,” Allan Rudeck, 
VP strategy and planning said.

Minnesota Power says its Rapids 
energy Center is averaging 80% 
woody biomass fuel, providing 
blandin Paper Company with 
steam, compressed air and electrical 
energy. Wood waste material from 
the paper mill and local forest 
product companies is burned with 
coal in two high-pressure boilers to 
produce steam. the ash generated 
is used as a soil nutrient on area 
farmlands and as agricultural feed 
pads. For companies like Minnesota 
Power, co-firing will be one of the 
leading options if the e.P.A., which 
recently proposed limits on carbon 
emissions for new plants, follows 

35108 Hwy. 2 West  •  Grand Rapids, MN 55744

218-328-0602



Timber Bulletin  January/February 2014 21

through on its plan to develop limits for old ones. 
using modest amounts of wood at a large number of 
coal plants could be a relatively quick way to phase 
in renewable energy. And unlike wind or solar power 
electricity from a boiler, burning wood is easy to 
schedule and integrate into the grid.

GSA Gives Green Globes 
Certification the Green Light,
LeeD has Competition

the General Services Administration recently 
recommended agencies within the federal government 
have the option to use either the u.S. Green building 
Council’s leadership in energy and environmental 
Design (leeD) or the Green building initiative’s Green 
Globes certification systems for green-building projects. 

Previously, leeD was the sole green-building 
certification program endorsed by the GSA. The LEED 
program had come under serious scrutiny in recent 
months for its failure to recognize timber and wood 
products certified by the Sustainable Forestry Initiative 
(SFi) and the American tree Farm System (AtFS).  

LEED recognizes only wood certified by the Forest 
Stewardship Council (FSC). Green Globes, on the other 
hand, accepts forest certifications from the FSC, SFI, 
AtFS, and the Canadian Standards Association (CSA) 
Sustainable Forest Management System. this is good 
news for the forest industry as 75 percent of certified 
North American forests are qualified by organizations 
other than FSC.

the competition between leeD and Green Globes 
is somewhat reminiscent of the relationship between 
the Forest Stewardship Council and the Sustainable 
Forestry initiative. SFi was initially criticized, but over 
time the program has developed to a point where most 
observers consider it equal to FSC. backed by the GSA’s 
recommendation, Green Globes may now be on a path 
to accomplish for green building what SFi has for forest 
certification.

Governor Walker Commits 
Wisconsin State Funds for 
New timber Harvest Initiative

Wisconsin Gov. Scott Walker announced a new 
timber harvest initiative that targets the Chequamegon-
nicolet national Forest and kicks off a plan to spur 
economic growth in the struggling industry . 

the initial $49,000 from the Wisconsin economic 
Development Corp. comes after complaints from 
loggers and forestry experts who say the 1.5 million-
acre national forest is being mismanaged, partially 
because of a shortage of federal harvest planning. 

“the Chequamegon-nicolet national Forest contains 
a valuable resource that, right now, is underutilized – 
millions of feet of timber just waiting to be harvest in 
environmentally sensitive, sustainable way,” Walker 
said in a prepared statement. “this is another way to 
ensure forestry remains a vibrant part of Wisconsin’s 
economy.”

Delivering
productivity
THrough
advanced
fluid power
solutions

www.RapidsHydraulic.com

218-326-8910
34718 Industrial Blvd. E.

Cohasset, MN  55721

Complete hydraulic Services
Custom manufacturing

hydraulic rebuild/repair
Machine Shop

Leak Detection
Training
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Lovdahl and Sons Logging 
Featured in Video

red Wing Shoe Company has 
released a new film, “Sustaining a 
Family Business,” on its website.  
it features brad, Chad, and Corey 
Lovdahl of Effie-based Lovdahl and 
Sons logging.

“Sustaining a Family Business” 
is the latest in a series of Red 
Wing brand films that recognize 
the skill and dedication of Red 
Wing customers who perform 
extraordinary work with 
uncommon dedication. 

“Sustaining a Family Business” 
can be found on the Video Series 
page of the Red Wing website at: 
www.redwingshoes.com/red-wing-
video-series

According to a news release from 
Red Wing Shoe:

“this new video invites 
viewers into the northern woods 
of Minnesota. it is here, in this 
wilderness of timber, that family-
owned lovdahl & Sons logging has 
made a living for three generations. 
the lovdahl family harvests a 

valuable, sustainable resource for 
the state of Minnesota and the 
country by cutting aspen, a wood 
commonly used in paper products 
and building materials. 

“As a family-operated business, 
lovdahl & Sons sees their work as 
more than a day job. it is a family 
tradition, a legacy to be passed 
from father to son and a lesson in 
preservation for the next generation. 
in the state of Minnesota, three 
times as many trees are grown     
than are harvested each year.      
And, as a responsible logging 
operation, lovdahl & Sons 
plays an important role in forest 
conservation. 

“ ‘if we don’t sustain our forests 
and manage them right, we aren’t 
going to have anything to cut in the 
future,’ says Corey lovdahl.  

“it’s not just the future of the 
company that the lovdahls are 
concerned with. it is the future of 
their children and grandchildren 
and the roles they will play in the 

family business. ‘it’s a rewarding 
thing for me,’ says brad lovdahl, 
‘being able to work with my sons, 
they’re good men. they have helped 
me build this...My father told me 
when i took over from him, don’t 
wait too late in life to turn the reins 
over to your sons.’

“ ‘Sustaining a Family business’ 
is a view into the life of a hard-
working American family and the 
business that binds them together. “

Corey Lovdahl is interviewed by a video crew from Red Wing Shoe.

Wheel Loaders, Crawlers, Track Excavators
Loader Backhoes, Skidders, Skid-Steer
Loaders, Engines and Transmissions

“Rely on our experience–Est. 1967”

www.sewlparts.com - parts@sewlparts.com
4535 State Route 3 N • PO Box 136

Wolf Lake, IL 62998

1-800-626-6046

USED REPAIR PARTS
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the Timber Bulletin publishes 
information regarding results of a 
sampling of recent timber sales and 
other market indicators, as well as 
other market-related news items.

recent timber Sales 
Average Prices, as reported
by each agency

Agency Regular Intermediate
DNR – Sandstone Area
December 10 – Oral Auction
Aspen Species
    (WC) $20.42 $26.38
Pine Species 
    (WMP) $80.28 nA
northern Hwds 
    (WC) $10.38 nA
norway Pine 
    (WMP) nA $20.80
8 of the 14 tracts offered 
during the sale were purchased.

On the Markets
DNR – Blackduck Area
December 10 – Oral Auction
Aspen Species 
    (WC) $27.45 $29.98
balsam Fir 
    (WC) nA $10.85
Aspen Species 
    (WMP) nA $24.82
tamarack (WC) nA $10.85
14 of the 22 tracts offered 
during the sale were purchased.
DNR – Warroad Area
December 10 – Sealed Bid
Aspen Species 
(WC) nA $21.24
Pine Species 
    (WMP) nA $25.19
Jack Pine (WMP) nA $26.12
norway Pine 
    (WMP) nA $34.46
18 of the 23 tracts offered 
during the sale were purchased.
DNR – Warroad Area
December 11 – Oral Auction
Aspen Species 
    (WC) $21.73 $18.10
Pine Species 
    (WMP) $14.85 $17.60

Jack Pine 
    (WMP) $38.76 $31.89
tamarack (WC) nA $  2.66
27 of the 33 tracts offered 
during the sale were purchased.
DNR – Deer River & Backus Areas
December 12 – Oral Auction
Aspen Species 
    (WC) $27.05 $27.76
trembling Aspen 
    (WC) $22.23 $21.34
balsam Fir 
    (WC) $11.92 $12.17
norway Pine 
    (WMP) nA $45.00
24 of the 29 tracts offered 
during the sale were purchased.
DNR – Hibbing Area
December 13 – Oral Auction
trembling Aspen 
    (WC) $17.99 $30.96
Aspen Species 
    (WC) $  7.73 $17.40
Pine Species 
    (WMP) $38.66 $67.96
Mixed Spruce 
    (WC) $12.34 $12.75
balsam Fir 
    (WC) $  8.91 $11.90
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12 of the 19 tracts offered during the 
regular and intermediate auctions were 
purchased.
Clearwater County
December 12 – Oral Auction
Aspen nA $27.07
basswood nA $  9.49
birch nA $12.75
bur Oak nA $18.86
All 18 tracts offered during the regular 
and intermediate auctions were 
purchased.
Lake County
December 17 – Oral Auction
Aspen P&b $27.40 $13.56
Maple P&b $  5.64 $  6.69
birch P&b $10.03 $  7.55
black Spruce 
    P&b $  9.20 $10.00
10 of the 28 tracts offered 
during the sale were purchased.
DNR – Littlefork Area
December 17 – Oral Auction
trembling Aspen 
    (WC) $35.24 $28.94
Aspen Species 
    (WC) $20.52 $33.35
Pine Species 
    (WMP) $42.49 nA
black Spruce 
    (WC) $17.10 $20.32
23 of the 27 tracts offered during the 
regular and intermediate auctions were 
purchased.
Cass County
December 19 – Sealed Bid
Aspen $22.00 $22.79
Maple $13.18 $14.13
birch $14.34 $15.84
9 of the 12 tracts offered
during the sale were purchased.
Koochiching County
January 22 – Oral Auction
Aspen Pulp/
    bolts $30.10 $29.04
Spruce Pulp/
    bolts $27.25 $18.95
balsam Pulp/
    bolts $  7.91 $  7.43
balm Pulp/
    bolts nA $28.35
24 of the 25 tracts offered during the 
regular and intermediate auctions were 
purchased.
Cass County
January 30 – Oral Auction
Aspen $19.62 $18.53
Red Oak $25.15 $24.03
Red Pine $17.00 nA
birch $14.67 $10.74

11 of the 13 tracts offered 
during the sale were purchased.
DnR – two Harbors Area
January 22 – Sealed Bid
Aspen Species 
    (WC) $14.65 nA
Paper birch 
    (WMP) $21.67 nA
trembling Aspen 
    (WC) $34.92 nA
balsam Fir 
    (WC) $  5.07 nA
4 of the 5 tracts offered during the 
regular and intermediate auctions 
were purchased.
Products:
Pb = Pulp and bolts
WMP = Woodsrun mixed Products
WC = Woodsrun cordwood
St = Sawtimber
WSt = Woodsrun Sawtimber
PW = Pulpwood

DNr extends
balsam Policy

Due to the continued poor market 
conditions for balsam fir since the 
closure of the Verso mill in Sartell, 
the Minnesota DnR is continuing the 
interest-free regular extension option 
in calendar year 2014 for permits that 
all meet the following criteria:

• Permit has over 100 cords of 
balsam fir. 

• Permit was purchased prior to 
Sept. 1, 2012. 

• Permit expiration date is prior to 
Jan. 1, 2015. 

• Permit has not previously received 
a regular extension. 

Statute passed during the 2013 
legislative session provides the 
DnR the ability to grant one permit 
extension of one year with an 8% 
interest penalty. Permit holders must 
provide a signed, written request, 
including the reason for the request, to 
their Area Forestry Office prior to each 
permit expiration date. 

Contact your local Forestry office or 
me for more information.
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LOGGERS OF THE PAST . . .

“Early Fire Control”
by J. C. Ryan

This story is reprinted from an earlier Timber Bulletin–one of the first of “Buzz” 
Ryan’s ever-popular contributions to these pages. The Bulletin will continue to 
reprint selected stories from the memories he recorded for us.–Editor
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To serve our readers better, the timber 
bulletin offers free classified ads of 
up to 85 words to all members and 
associate members of the Minnesota 
Timber Producers Association. All ads 
must be submitted in writing to the 
Association office. The MTPA assumes 
no responsibility for ad contents and 
accepts free ads on a first-come, first-
served basis within space limitations.
________________________________
WANTED________________________________

barrel stave logs – White Oak and 
burr Oak butt cuts 12-inch diameter 

and up – random lengths
For more information call

Robert Staggemeier at
Staggemeyer Stave Co. inc.

Caledonia, Mn 55921
Office: 507-724-3395
Cell: 608-792-7598

Classifieds

ADVertISerS INDeX
AgStar ...........................................................................25
Cass Forest Products .....................................................9
Central Power Distributors ........................................14
Duluth Sign ....................................................................7
Fryberger, buchanan, Smith & Frederick, P.A.........15
Great lakes trailers ....................................................15
Hedstrom lumber Co...................................................7
industrial Fluid technologies, llC ..........................20
itasca Greenhouse .......................................................13
lumbermen’s underwriting Alliance ......................10
northern engine & Supply ........................................15
northern timberline equipment ..............................11
nortrax....................................................................19, 31
Otis-Magie insurance Agency .....................................4
Petro Choice .................................................................21
Pomp’s tire ..................................................................24
Rice blacksmith Saw & Machine.................................2
Rihm Kenworth .............................................................7
Road Machinery & Supplies ......................................32
Schaefer enterprises ....................................................22
titan Machinery ............................................................5
Wausau Sales Corp........................................................4
Ziegler ...........................................................................23
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