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  2013 North Star Expo

September 13th and 14th 
Itasca Co. Fairgrounds
 Grand Rapids, MN 

Free Admission!
More than 100 exhibitors and vendors!  

Draft Horse Demonstration!             

Master Loader Contest!                

Friday Night: Famous Dave’s BBQ    
Saturday Pancake Breakfast sponsored by Nortrax!

For more information: MN Timber Producers Association 
218-722-5013
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ON tHe COVeR
This issue’s featured member ray 
smith found this photo of his father 
Walter in an unlikely spot.  for more 
on ray smith Logging, and where 
ray found the picture, please turn to 
page 8.
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Winter was really hanging 
on this year.  When i wrote the 
last column i wished for another 
week of winter, not another 
eight.  (note to self: be careful 
what you wish for.)

like most loggers this time 
of year we are working on 
equipment, fixing up things that 
were put off during the busy 
winter season and getting trucks 
and trailers tuned up for hauling 

stockpiled 
wood.  it 
seems like 
the profit 
margin 
gets 

thinner every 
year with our 
dollar not going 
as far as it used 
to.  i hope our 
state and federal 
governments 

realize how tight things are and 
work with us to strengthen our 
industry and economy.

Wayne brandt has been very 
busy in St. Paul.  A lot of bad 
proposals have come and gone.  
it’s a little like throwing mud at 
the wall and some of it sticks.  
Wayne seems to enjoy scrubbing 
that wall.  i hope he doesn’t 
run out of soap or wear out his 
brush.  Hopefully common sense 
and good judgment will prevail 
and what comes out of the 
legislature will be friendly to our 
industry.
“Government is not reason;  it is 
not eloquent; it is force.  Like fire, it 
is a dangerous servant and a fearful 
master.”
                     George Washington
i hope the spring season treats 
you well.

Executive Committee
Mike Warren: 218-244-5722
Kit Hasbargen: 218-634-1628
Scott Pittack: 218-259-8148
Dave berthiaume: 218-380-9783
Curt benson: 218-239-1001

TPA Staff
Ray Higgins: 218-722-5013
Wayne brandt: 218-722-5013

President’s 

Column

BOX 1008  •  CASS LAKE, MN 56633  •  218-335-2694

www.cassforest.com

Buying Fresh Logs: Red and White Pine
Pine Bolts: Jack, Red and White

For Specifications Call 218-335-2694

Boise expects Little
effect on Wood Usage

Officials at Boise Paper in 
international Falls say they expect 
to purchase roughly the same 
amount of wood from loggers in the 
future as the company has in the 
past.  that’s despite the company’s 
announcement that it is idling two 
of its four paper machines and 
laying off 265 workers at the mill by 
the fourth quarter of this year.

the reason is the mill purchased 
market pulp to operate the two 
machines that will be idled.  the 
company will still need harvested 
timber in roughly the same amount 
to operate the remaining machines, 
including the largest, the i1 paper 
machine.

“the grades of paper produced on 
the idled machines add complexity 
to the mill and require that we 
purchase market pulp from the 
outside,” said boise Woodlands 
Manager Dan toivonen.  “this 

contributes to high cost and is not 
sustainable in the long term.  We 
will match our wood consumption 
to our internal pulp capacity and 
have communicated this to the 
logging community.  We expect our 
future wood consumption needs to 
be only slightly reduced.”

in a statement to shareholders, 
boise said the decision to close the 
two paper machines, as well as an 
off-machine coater in international 
Falls, was a difficult one.  The 
statement said the moves will 
reduce the company’s annual 
uncoated freesheet capacity by 
approximately 115,000 tons, or 
9%.  the company says the moves 
will allow boise to focus on key 
products and machines that drive 
profitability, improve cash flow, and 
enhance the overall competitiveness 
of the international Falls mill and its 
paper business. 



Delivering
productivity
THrough
advanced
fluid power
solutions

www.RapidsHydraulic.com

218-326-8910
34718 Industrial Blvd. E.

Cohasset, MN  55721

Complete hydraulic Services
Custom manufacturing

hydraulic rebuild/repair
Machine Shop

Leak Detection
Training
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Toward the Best
Customer Service

1932 - 2012
CELEBRATING 80 YEARS IN BUSINESS

www.rihmkenworth.com

St. Paul, MN
651.646.7833
800.988.8235

Sauk Centre, MN
320.352.8540
855.704.9211

Albert Lea, MN
507.552.1340
877.744.6591

Duluth/Superior
715.395.5350
800.341.1666
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executive Vice 
President’s 

Column

Congratulations to tPA member 
John Rolle who was named 
“logger of the Year” by Minnesota 
Sustainable Forestry initiative State 
implementation Committee.  John 
and his crew do an outstanding job 
in the woods and are a credit to our 
industry.

W     W     W
OK.  i’m sick of winter and i know 

you are too.  Most folks have shut 
down in the woods even though 
conditions have allowed us run later 
than in many years.  A number of 
our members have told me that they 
and their crews had just had enough 
and they didn’t want to cut into the 

contract and 
stumpage 
that they 
have for the 
summer.  
Hopefully by 
the time you 

read this the snow 
will be gone and 
the sun will have 
warmed us up.

W     W     W
One interesting 

note about the long winter is that 
the imposition of spring road 
restrictions was the second latest in 
the last 25 years.

W     W     W
Mark your calendars and get your 

reservations in for the tPA Annual 
Meeting June 5 and 6 at Ruttger’s 
Sugar lake lodge in Grand Rapids.  
We’re going Wednesday/thursday 
this year due to a scheduling conflict 
at the resort.  A great program is in 
the works!

W     W     W
DnR Forestry budget.  timber 

sale policies.  Forest land taxation.  
energy.  these may not be the issues 
that you see in the headlines but 
they are the issues occupying us at 
the State Capitol this year.  We’re 
there for you every day and will be 
until the legislature and governor 
finish their work.

W     W     W
energy costs have become a 

much bigger issue for our industry 
the last few years.  i don’t have 
to explain the impact of diesel 

fuel prices on the bottom line for 
logging operations.  What some 
may not know is the impact of 
energy costs, particularly electricity, 
on the industry overall.  energy is 
25 percent of the cost of producing 
a ton of paper on average.  this 
is equivalent to the cost of wood 
and labor in producing paper.  
ten   years ago Minnesota had a 
significant advantage over our 
competitors in electrical costs.  
this advantage has eroded due to 
policy decisions by the state and 
rate decisions by the Public utilities 
Commission (PuC).  industrial 
electrical rates in Minnesota have 
increased 55 percent in the last 
10 years – amongst the highest 
increases in the nation.  the PuC 
has also built a system that has 
industrial customers (primarily 
the forest products and mining 
industries) subsidizing residential 
rates for every customer.  Helping 
the needy is one thing but 
subsidizing rates for everyone while 
we make the mills that take our 
wood and provide the economic 

engine to our region jeopardizes 
jobs throughout our economy.

W     W     W
From everything i’ve heard we 

had a pretty safe winter season.  
thank you and congratulations!  
Safety is always our priority.  We 
never regret the injuries we prevent 
by doing our work the safe way.

Wheel Loaders, Crawlers, Track Excavators
Loader Backhoes, Skidders, Skid-Steer
Loaders, Engines and Transmissions

“Rely on our experience–Est. 1967”

www.sewlparts.com - parts@sewlparts.com
4535 State Route 3 N • PO Box 136

Wolf Lake, IL 62998

1-800-626-6046

USED REPAIR PARTS
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State Patrol and FMCSA
issue enforcement Advisories
the Minnesota State Patrol 
is tightening enforcement on 
two scenarios affecting logging            
operations in Minnesota and across    
the u.S.

the scenarios pertain to hauling 
tree-length timber, and to the CDl 
requirement for those who haul timber 
or equipment used in the logging 
business.  

“these aren’t new laws,” says lt. 
Chip lemon of the State Patrol’s 
Commercial Vehicle enforcement 
Division.  “We now have updated 
interpretations of existing federal 
statute and we want everyone in the 
logging community to be aware of 
these interpretations.”
Hauling Tree Length Timber

Federal Statute indicates the rear of a 
tree-length load of timber that exceeds 
the length of the trailer by more than 
four feet not only needs a red lamp on 
the rear of the load that shines both 
left and right, when lights are required 
to indicate the load’s length, but also 
lamps shining to the rear on each side 
to indicate maximum width. Where 
lights are required flags are always 
required.

“this is in response to a nighttime 
accident in the Grand Rapids area 
involving two commercial motor 
vehicles in which a driver hit an 
over-length load because they weren’t 
aware of how long the load was,” lt. 
lemon says.  “the statute has always 
been on the books.  it’s something 
we’ll look for in order to help everyone 
stay safe.”
CDLs for Truckers in Logging

An opinion rendered by the Federal 
Motor Carrier Safety Administration 
(FMSCA) indicates that a trucker 
hauling harvested timber or  
equipment used in timber harvesting 
does not meet the definition in federal 
statutes of a farmer for the purposes 
of the agricultural exemptions.  As 
a result, a trucker in these instances 
would need a commercial drivers’ 
license (CDl) and need to follow 
applicable rules for drug and alcohol 
testing, having a medical examiner’s 
certificate, more commonly known as a 
health card, etc.

The FMSCA office in Washington 

issued the interpretation earlier this 
year based on a question from law 
enforcement in the state of tennessee.  
in discussions with the Minnesota 
Division Office of the FMCSA, the 
interpretation wasn’t issued based on 
anything that happened in Minnesota.  
the statute has been on the books for 
several years.

According to the interpretation 
issued by FMCSA, trees are not 
agricultural commodities as defined 

in federal statute, and therefore                  
don’t qualify for the agricultural 
exemption.

Officials in Minnesota law 
enforcement say they don’t expect the 
updated interpretation to effect a lot 
of people, indicating very few loggers 
without CDls are encountered.

For more information, call the             
St. Paul office of the FMCSA at                                            
651-291-6150.

A flag 18" square must be attached to
the widest part of the load on each side.



One red lamp facing
rearward at widest part

of load on each side.
Must be reflectorized.



Flag required



Red lamp shining to the left
and right on rearmost log.
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Member Feature...

by Ray Higgins

it’s late March, just south of 
badoura in Hubbard County.  
in most years, warming spring 
temperatures would have resulted 
in muddy conditions in Minnesota’s 
forests by this time, effectively 
shutting down logging – or at least 
curtailing it – around the state.  

but not this year.  Frigid 
temperatures have lingered longer 
than usual, meaning the ground 
remains frozen and firm enough 

Ray and Kirk Smith of Ray Smith Logging.

Working Late
Ray and Kirk Smith of Ray Smith Logging take advantage 
of Minnesota’s late spring break-up, and find ways to 
make their business thrive.

to support  logging equipment.  
As a result of this late “break-up,” 
loggers like Ray Smith and his son 
Kirk are still working in the woods, 
harvesting red pine and jack pine 
in this plantation on 52 acres of 
Hubbard County forest land.

“We’re taking every third row 
of the red pine,” Kirk says, “and 
cutting every jack pine we see.”

today’s temperatures are warm, 
reaching into the 30s.  A few more 
days like this will thaw the ground 
enough that they won’t be able 
to get trucks in here to haul the 

wood to the mill.  but the Smiths 
figure they’ll at least still be able to 
harvest the timber and haul it come 
summer.

“the ground here is mostly sand,” 
Ray says.  “it’s low ground where 
the water table is high, but it’s still 
sand, so i’m thinking we’ll at least 
be able to stack up wood.”

Ray and Kirk form a two-man 
crew, Kirk operating a timberjack 
1279D cut-to-length harvester, 
while Ray runs a bell forwarder.  
Ray’s father Walt was a logger, and 
while this business isn’t a direct 



timber bulletin  March/April 2013 9

Kirk Smith operates a Timberjack 1270D cut-to-length harvester in a pine plantation.

descendant of Walt’s, its 
roots certainly come from 
there.

Walt Smith was born 
in 1911 and grew to be 
a logger, working in 
Minnesota’s and Montana’s 
logging camps of the 1930s 
and 40s.  So when Ray came 
along in 195X, he was born 
into a logging family, living 
in Schoolcraft township, 
which sits midway between 
bemidji and Park Rapids.

“As soon as i was 
old enough to run the 
measuring poll,” Ray says, 
“i was out there all summer 
vacations.  i bet i started 
when i was about seven.”

that was simply the way 
things were in those days, 
in that area of the state.  
So when Ray graduated 
from laporte High School 
in 1971, he headed for the 
woods to work with his father.  

“We really didn’t know there was 
much else out there,” he says.  

Soon, Ray married his sweetheart 
Darla and started piece cutting for 
Park Rapids logging legend Harris 
Walsh.  then after i got married, 
i started piece cutting for Harris 
Walsh.  When business got tough 
and Walsh had to downsize, Ray 

told him he was going to buy a 
tractor and dray and start his own 
business in the woods.

“Harris said, ‘well you’re not 
going to get rich.’ i said well i can 
make a living can’t i? And he said, 
‘yeah, you can make a living.’  i 
actually thought he was wrong.  i 
actually thought i could get rich.”

but Harris was right.  business 
was tough.  His brother Joey bought 

a skidder and they partnered 
for a few years, but it didn’t last.  
Ray and Darla eventually started 
spending the winter months in the 
Phoenix area, painting barracks at 
the luke and Williams Air Force 
bases.  that’s where Kirk was born, 
in 1978.  in the summer time, Ray 
painted back in Minnesota, too.

in the early 1980s, the timber 
industry rebounded.  Mills began 

opening and/or expanding 
again.  Ray bought a cable 
skidder, started Ray Smith 
logging, and headed back to 
the woods.

initially, the company 
developed into a 
conventional operation.  
Ray’s brothers Allen 
and Joey worked for the 
business at times, as did 
other family members.  And 
when Kirk was old enough, 
he started helping out in 
the same way his father 
had helped his grandfather, 
running the measuring pole 
on the landing.

“We used to always have 
a five-man crew,” Ray says.  
“We used to have a Hahn 
feller buncher, a slasher, a 
skidder.  that’s the way it 
was for many years.”

Kirk graduated from 
Park Rapids High in 1996, 
initially heading to tech 
school in Staples, first for 

Ray Smith piles harvested Norway pine with a Bell forwarder.  Bell is a South African 
manufacturer that at one time had a dealership in Wisconsin.  Smith says parts are still 
available and the machine works well.
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graphic design and ultimately 
winding up with a degree in media 
maintenance, being able to maintain 
and repair photo equipment, 
developers, and the like.  For a 
while, Kirk and his wife Cassy had 
a business making fishing lures, but 
they hadn’t developed enough of a 
market for it to be full-time work, so 
we went to work for Ray.  thirteen 
years later, he’s still here.

“He’s just plain good on all the 
machinery,” Ray says of Kirk.  
“When i had the conventional 
stuff, the only thing i taught him to 
run was the skidder, the simplest 
thing.  but one time i had to run for 
parts, and Kirk said, ‘well i might 
as well stay here and learn how 
to run the Hahn Harvester.’  And 
i’m thinking, he’ll never learn how 

to run the Hahn.  He said, ‘well 
there’s a bunch of skinny little birch 
out there, can i skid that in and 
run it through the Hahn?’  that’s 
the worst stuff to learn on, skinny 
crooked little birch.  i came back, he 
had the wood all done, and i think 
he was out scouting for antlers.  
that’s the same for all the other 
machines.  He just jumped on and 
started running them.”

eventually, the industry started 
to change.  Stumpage prices 
skyrocketed, and the Smiths found 
that maintaining a five-person 
crew was difficult.  Kirk suggested 
trading in the conventional logging 
equipment for a cut-to-length 
system, which is less labor intensive.  
eight years ago, they made the 
switch.

“We tossed it around for about a 
year, and then finally we made the 
move,” Kirk says.  “We bought a 
used track machine, liked it, and it 
works out well for two people.”  

The Bell forwarder was the first 
one the Smiths purchased.  the 
timberjack harvester is their second, 
previously owned by Pittack 
logging and then Sawyer timber.

“it’s an awesome machine,” Kirk 
says.  “it really makes a difference 
who took care of it before you buy 
it.  the Pittacks and Sawyers really 
did a good job taking care of it.”

the Smiths’ timing turned out 
to be pretty good.  they made the 
move to downsize their operation 
before the industry downturn of 
2006.  And the transition from 
conventional to cut-to-length 

Finding
Walter Smith

When Ray Smith receives         
each issue of The Timber Bulletin, 
he’s reminded of his father Walter 
and the time Ray found his picture 
as part of one of buzz Ryan’s 
famous stories that appear in each 
issue.

“it must have been two years 
before my dad died,” Ray says.  
“He said, ‘you ever see a picture 
of me in the logging magazine?’  i 
said no not yet.  He says  ‘well, they 
were out taking pictures of us all 
the time at dinnertime.  i remember 
one nice day i’m standing there 
holding my tin coffee cup.  boy i 
miss that coffee cup.  Keep looking.  
Some day you’re going to find my 
picture.’”

About two years later, Walt 
Smith passed away.  And Ray kept 
looking in the Bulletin for a photo.  
Finally when the June/July 1994 
issue landed in his mailbox, Ray 
opened it up and found the photo, 
in a buzz Ryan story about how 
meals were prepared in logging 
camps of days gone by.

“i’m guessing the picture was 
taken around 1941 or so and he 
was in his 30s,”  Ray says.  “He’s 
holding the coffee cup, just exactly 
the way dad described it.” 

Ray Smith’s father Walt (back row, 5th from left, holding coffee cup) pictured 
in a 1940s era logging camp, as seen in a 1994 issue of The Timber Bulletin.

Ray Smith points to the photo he found of his father Walt Smith he found in a 
1994 issue of The Timber Bulletin.
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plan again.  For one thing, they’re 
looking for more pine plantations to 
harvest, and as a result, doing more 
thinnings.

“the last year we tried to stay in 
nothing but thinnings,” Kirk says.  
“We picked some up here and there, 
but we didn’t like them at first.  I’m 
like, let’s get back to a clear cut.  it’s 
not an easy move to get used to 
plantations after doing clear cuts.  
You have to get used to working 

in tight places, watch your 
scarring, and all that.  it’s 
something you have to get 
used to, that’s for sure.  but 
now that we’ve been doing 
them, it’s working out well.”

the Smiths have also 
found the cut-to-length 
system works well in 
blowdown and they’ve 
benefitted from those 
opportunities over the past 
year.

“that went real well with 
this machine,” Ray says of 
their work on a Hubbard 
County blowdown sale, 
“because you have good 
reach and good visibility.”  

“With the blowdown 
laying on the ground,” Kirk 
says, “the cut-to-length 
works well because you can 
tilt the head down and then 
cut it right off at the stump, 
even with the roots hanging 

machinery was made 
easier by Kirk’s ability 
to adapt quickly.

“it takes the right 
kind of person to run 
a machine like that,” 
Ray says.  “i never 
taught Kirk because 
i had never run one 
before.  He has ‘artist 
abilities,’ so he has 
patience, he’s good 
with his hands, and 
that’s what it takes 
to run one of those 
machines.”

the business had to 
make other changes, 
too:  they harvested 
mostly aspen 
with conventional 
equipment, but that 
changed with the cut-
to-length equipment, 
as did the mills where 
they marketed their 
wood.

“When we got the first processor,” 
Ray says.  “it was a track machine 
and it was smaller than this one, 
so we tried to stay away from the 
bigger timber, the older stuff, and 
we still do.  i mean, this one will do 
up to 28-inch trees, but a steady diet 
is not real healthy for it.

“Our bread and butter in the 
winter was balsam,” Kirk says.  
“that’s what we stayed in all 
winter.  it worked really well with 

the balsam and the spruce.  but then 
Sartell burned down.”

The explosion and fire at the 
Verso Paper mill in Sartell last 
May ultimately forced the mill to 
close permanently, and it put a 
stranglehold on balsam markets 
for a lot of Minnesota loggers, 
including the Smiths.  they had 
sent roughly 25% of their timber 
there.  the mill’s closure forced 
them to change their business 

Freshly harvested Norway pine waits on the landing to be hauled to the mill.
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on.  And you can control the saw 
pretty well so you’re not running 
into the ground.”

the ability to work in blowdown 
significantly helped the Smiths’ 
bottom line.  in fact, at a time when 
a variety of factors are making it 
difficult for loggers to prosper, 
including Verso’s closure in Sartell, 
the Smiths say 2012 was among 
their best ever.  they chalk it up to 
prayer – the Smiths are Christians.

the cut-to-length equipment 
will allow the Smiths to stay in 
the woods despite spring break-
up.  With the changeover to mostly 
thinnings in pine plantations, their 
main markets are Potlatch, Cass 
Forest Products, northwood Panel 
board and Pine Products in bemidji.  
they work mostly on state or 
county land, with maybe a private 
job or two per year.  

the Smiths contract out the 
hauling end of the business.  For 
years, long-time family friend 
Russell Kahlstorf handled the 
trucking, but he’s not driving 
as much these days.  So Aaron 
Fenstermaker from backus now 
takes care of the deliveries.

Ray and Kirk also have something 
else needed to run a logging 
business:  an entrepreneurial spirit.  
And they’re not the only ones.  
Ray’s other son eric is starting a 
taxidermy business in the Park 
Rapids area called trophy Smith 
and can be reached through Ray 
Smith logging.

if the last few years are any 
indication, the Smiths will have to 
make more adjustments to their 
business model as they go along.  
but Ray says one thing is certain:  
they plan to stay in the logging 
business for the long haul.

“We made a decision to stick in 
it for the long run,” says Ray, now 
59-years-old.  “i think of what my 
friend lyle Hodgden said.  He said 
you have to keep the faith, so i think 
of that every day.  it takes a lot of 
faith to log.  there are a lot of people 
thinking about quitting right now, 
and like i told lyle the other day, i 
think it takes just as much faith to 
quit logging and do something else 
as it does to stay in it.”

“i’m blessed to be logging this 
long with my dad,” says Kirk, now 
35, “being home every night, and 

just being out in the woods.  i love 
the outdoors.  even when i ran the 
pole back when i was 8-10 years 
old, we’d quit and have lunch in the 
cutting shack and i would be out 
scouting.”

Ray feels the same way about his 
life in the woods.

“it probably saved my life,” Ray 
says.  “it’s nice and peaceful out 
there.  When life gets too tough, if 
you can run out to the woods and 
spend some time in prayer, and 
then get on your machine and make 
some money for your family, that’s a 
good thing.”

being in the woods also allows 
Ray to put to good use lessons 
learned from his father.  Walt died 
in 1992 of prostate cancer, but 
not before teaching his son about 
logging, and about life.

“i learned everything from 
him,” Ray says.  “Honesty.  that’s 
the main thing.  Dad was known 
throughout this country for 
trimming his wood good, sorting 
the pulp out good.  Do a good job, 
and when things are tight you’ll still 
be able to sell wood. And he was 
right.”

LUA is proud to continue our 108-year tradition of service by 
partnering with Northern Capital Insurance Group to meet the 

insurance needs of the MTPA members.

Northern Capital has been serving the Forest 
Products Industry for over 20 years specializing in 
workers compensation, property, general liability 

and truck/auto insurance coverages.

For more information contact Northern Capital at 
1-800-676-8818 or info@northerncapital-mn.com 

ATTN: Judy King. 



TimberBulletin3pgs_0912OL.indd   3 1/31/13   3:49 PM



timber bulletin  March/April 201314

timber
talk

Krepps Retires as
SLC Land Commissioner
Bob Krepps, who served as St. 
louis County land and Minerals 

director for seven 
years, retired at the 
end of April.

Krepps, who 
started with St. 
louis County in 
2006, spent a total of 
47 years in forestry.  

Among his other positions were as 
Missouri State Forester and with the 
u.S. Forest Service.

While a search is conducted to 
find Krepps’ 
replacement, 
Mark Weber 
has been named 
interim director 
of land and 
Minerals.  
Weber has been 

with the department for 27 years, 
most recently serving as resource 
management supervisor.

Logging Deck Safety 
Video Available

the north Carolina Forestry 
Association, the national timber 
Harvesting and transportation 
Safety Foundation (tHAtS), and 
a large number of supporting 
organizations have produced be 
Seen, be Safe, be Alive, a 12-minute 
video addressing safety exposures 
for ground workers on logging 
decks, with accident-prevention 
guidelines.  this instructional 
DVD, available from the Forest 
Resources Association, is suitable 
for group instruction or one-on-one 
orientation for logging workers.

the video stresses maintaining 
safe distances between equipment 
and ground workers, maintaining 
communication, and ensuring 
workers wear bright-colored 
clothing.

tHAtS Chairman JJ lemire 
stressed that accident exposure on 
the logging deck, or landing, has 
emerged as a growing concern in 
woodland operations:  “it’s easy 
to underestimate dangers at the 
landing.  Ground workers are in 
a vulnerable position, and both 
they and the equipment operators 
need to be aware of each other, 
make themselves seen by all, and 
maintain safe distances.”

FRA members may order be Seen, 
be Safe, be Alive (DVD format) at 
$40 apiece, or $80 apiece for non-
members. A discounted price of                                                            
$20 per video ($40 for non-
members) is available for orders of 
10 or more.  Please enclose payment 
with order, checks payable to 
“FRA.”  Charge orders may be faxed 
to 301-838-9481.

Direct orders to Forest Resources 
Association inc., 600 Jefferson Plaza, 
Suite 350, Rockville, MD  20852, and 
refer to stock number 12-A-6.



Main Street, Rice, MN 56367  •  Phone 320-393-2169  •  Fax 320-393-2164
Contact:  Jim or Al Voigt
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Years Ago in the Bulletin
A sampling of stories and topics from over 75 years of the timber Bulletin

40 years ago
the Department of natural 

Resources is in the process of 
reorganizing and decentralizing 
its operations.  there will be six 
regional directors who will be 
responsible for managing all 
resources within their regions.  
Presently the DnR divides the 
resources under their jurisdiction 
into separate division for 
the purpose of management.  
Management decisions that 
benefit one specific resource 
inevitably have repercussions on 
the other resources.  this new 
organization structure should 
correct these problems

DnR Division of Forestry 
appointed Robert e. Pajala District 
Forester at birchdale.

Robert Herbst, commissioner 
of the Minnesota DnR was noon 
luncheon speaker at tPA’s Annual 
Meeting.  “One of the current 
controversies which i am sure 
you are aware of is clear-cutting. 
…  Clear-cutting is one of several 
scientific tree harvesting methods 
used to manage forests on a 
continuously renewable basis.”

50 Years Ago
Serious Fire at Rajala Mill: At 

5:15 a.m. on Friday Feb. 27, flames 
were detected shooting out of 

every corner of the sawmill 
building and within two hours 
the entire building and contents 
were a pile of charred timber 
and twisted steel.  The fire 
department was able to preserve 
the accompanying machine shop, 
yet the less will be in excess of 
$250,000.  the Rajala Mill at 
bigfork was built ten years ago 
and employed approximately 50 
people.

John V. Hoene, executive 
secretary, is leaving tPA to 
become executive vice president 
of the Minnesota bituminous 
Pavement Association.
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Rolle Named Minnesota Logger of the Year

John Rolle has been 
named “logger of the 
Year” by the Minnesota 
Sustainable Forestry 
initiative® implementation 
Committee (SiC).

the award was presented 
to the Chisholm-based 
logger at the MleP loggers 
Conference April 9, in 
tower.  the logger of the 
Year Award recognizes 
outstanding independent 
logging contractor 
performance. 

“John and his crew are 
one of the best in the area,” 
according to Minnesota 
DnR Jeff Sirjord.  “John 
goes the ‘extra mile,’ not 
only for his timber sales, but 
for the benefit and safety 
of his crew and fellow 
loggers.”

Rolle and his employees 
are known for their 
willingness to not only 
take suggestions, but 
to implement ideas and make 
adjustments to their harvesting 
and forest management operations 
that improve efficiencies whenever 
possible.

“the John Rolle logging operations 
not only ‘talk the talk,’ but ‘walk 

the walk’ of the standards set forth 
by Minnesota’s logging profession 
and the SiC,” said tim O’Hara, 
coordinator of the Duluth-based 
Minnesota organization.  “the 
utilization of wood on John’s sales 
is continually above Minnesota’s 

Jim Marshall, chair of the Minnesota Sustainable Forestry Initiative® Implementation 
Committee, presents timber harvester John Rolle the “Logger of the Year” award. 

harvesting guidelines.”
Rolle’s operations including 

equipment, timber sale areas, log 
landings, and all vehicles are noted 
for their cleanliness and organization.  
Rolle’s commitment to exemplary 
forestry practices extends to the 
landowners he meets, according to 
his award nomination.  His efforts 
to assist forest landowners with 
reforestation and/or referrals to area 
foresters for assistance when needed, 
exemplify Rolle’s commitment to the 
resource.

MleP executive Director Dave 
Chura lauded Rolle, noting that 
“Rolle’s professionalism and 
outstanding logging performances 
exemplify the professional 
independent logging contractors 
within Minnesota’s forestry 
community.”

the logger of the Year Award was 
presented to Rolle by Jim Marshall, 
uPM-blandin forest resources 
manager and chair of the Minnesota 
SiC.

As Minnesota’s 2013 logger of the 
Year award winner, Rolle will now be 
considered for lake States Regional 
logger of the Year by the Forest 
Resources Association later this year.



Minnesota Timber
Producers Association

tPA Golf & Fishing Outing
    

Annual Meeting & Banquet

Wednesday, June 5 &
thursday, June 6

at
Ruttger’s Sugar Lake Lodge

this Year’s Banquet Speaker

Lt. Col. eric Chandler
 A fighter pilot with the Duluth-based 148th Fighter Wing of the Air National Guard,
Lt. Col. Chandler will talk about his career defending our nation, and the importance

of planning and execution in his career.

It’s a fun and informative event for all TPA members,
as well as vendors and other related organizations

Look for information and complete details to be mailed soon to all members

We look forward to seeing you there!
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United States Supreme Court Rejects Logging 
Road Stormwater Permit Requirement
Michael R. Campbell
Andrew P. Moratzka
Stoel Rives LLP
Editor’s Note: This article 
on this important ruling 
was written for The Timber 
Bulletin by two attorneys 
from the Stoel Rives Law 
Firm, which was involved 
in the litigation before the 
U.S. Supreme Court.

On March 20, 2013, 
the u.S. Supreme Court 
reversed a decision 
from the u.S. Court of 
Appeals for the ninth 
Circuit that would have 
required Clean Water 
Act (CWA) permits for 
stormwater running off 
logging roads.  Had the 
ninth Circuit’s decision 
not been reversed, 
landowners and local 
governments would 
have been burdened with enormous 
compliance and permitting costs. 
Stoel Rives represented the timber 
industry defendants and the Oregon 
Forest industries Council throughout 
the district court and ninth Circuit 
proceedings, and jointly represented 
our clients alongside co-counsel 
throughout the Supreme Court 
process.  this article is a high-level 
overview of the applicable law and 
the Supreme Court’s decision. 
Background

the case before the Supreme Court 
centered around the environmental 
Protection Agency’s (ePA) regulations 
interpreting the CWA.  the CWA 
prohibits the “discharge of any 
pollutant” unless the discharge is 
authorized by a national Pollutant 
Discharge elimination System 
(nPDeS) or other CWA permit.  
“Discharge of a pollutant” is broadly 
defined to include “any addition of 
any pollutant to navigable waters 
from any point source.”  the terms 
“pollutant,” “navigable waters,” 
and “point source” all have broad 
definitions, such that any stormwater 
runoff containing sediment that 
reaches almost any stream or other 

surface waterbody through ditches, 
culverts, etc., could be deemed a 
point source discharge of a pollutant 
into a navigable water requiring 
an nPDeS permit.  to avoid this 
result, ePA adopted rules in the 
1970s that exempted some point 
source discharges from the permit 
requirement.  A federal court 
invalidated these regulations on 
the ground that Congress had not 
authorized the exemption of any point 
source from the permit requirement.  
ePA then responded by adopting 
regulations that excluded discharges 
from the permit requirement by 
defining them as nonpoint source 
discharges.  One such regulation 
is the so-called “silvicultural rule,” 
which limits silvicultural point 
sources to “any discernable, confined 
and discrete conveyance related to 
rock crushing, gravel washing, log 
sorting or log storage facilities which 
are operated in conjunction with 
silvicultural activities and from which 
pollutants are discharged into waters 
of the united States.”  Although the 
provision is not devoid of ambiguity, 
ePA always intended it as an nPDeS 
permit exemption for stormwater 

runoff from all other silvicultural 
activities, including runoff from 
logging roads, regardless of whether 
the runoff is channeled through 
conveyances such as ditches, pipes, 
and culverts.

in 1987, Congress exempted 
stormwater discharges from the 
nPDeS permit requirement unless 
they fell within several exceptions, 
including a discharge associated 
with an industrial activity.  these 
exceptions, which require an nPDeS 
permit if they are a point source, 
are known as “Phase i” sources.  in 
addition, Congress directed ePA 
to study the exempt stormwater 
discharges and to establish a program 
to regulate any such discharges 
that the study deemed necessary to 
protect water quality (although such 
a program need not include a permit 
requirement).  Sources regulated 
under this provision are known as 
“Phase ii” sources.  Congress did 
not, however, define stormwater 
associated with an industrial 
activity, so ePA addressed the issue 
through regulation.  in so doing, it 
included logging as an industrial 
activity (apparently inadvertently) 
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but specifically excluded discharges 
from facilities or activities that are 
defined as nonpoint sources under the 
silvicultural rule.
NEDC Lawsuit

in 2006, the northwest 
environmental Defense Center 
(neDC) brought a CWA citizen suit 
in the u.S. District Court for Oregon 
against several entities logging 
Oregon’s tillamook State Forest, as 
well as against the State of Oregon 
and local governments.  the suit 
alleged the defendants were violating 
the CWA by channeling stormwater 
runoff from roads used by the logging 
operations into two rivers without 
an NPDES permit. The fight largely 
centered on the interplay between the 
silvicultural rule and the definition of 
stormwater associated with industrial 
activity.

the district court dismissed 
neDC’s case on the ground that the 
silvicultural rule defined stormwater 
discharges from logging roads as 
nonpoint sources, which do not 
require an nPDeS permit.  the Court 
of Appeals for the ninth Circuit 
disagreed.  the court found the 
silvicultural rule to be ambiguous but 
construed it not to exempt any point 
source from the permit requirement, 
including channelized runoff from 
logging roads. in the court’s view, ePA 
had no authority to exclude a point 
source from the permit requirement 
by defining it as a nonpoint source.  
in addition, the court held that the 
EPA’s definition of stormwater 
associated with industrial activity 
unambiguously defined logging as an 
industrial activity, thereby subjecting 
stormwater runoff from logging roads 
to the nPDeS permit requirement.  
the u.S. Supreme Court reversed the 
court of appeals by a vote of 7-1.  the 
Court disagreed with the argument 
that stormwater associated with 
industrial activity unambiguously 
includes channeled stormwater from 
logging roads.  the Court stated:

[neDC’s] view … overlooks 
multiple definitions of the terms 
“industrial” and “industry.” 
these words can refer to 
business activity in general, yet 
so too can they be limited to 
“economic activity concerned 
with the processing of raw 
materials and manufacture 
of goods in factories.”… [t]
he latter definition does not 
necessarily encompass outdoor 

timber harvesting.  the statute 
does not foreclose more specific 
definition by the agency, since it 
provides no further detail of its 
intended scope.

in accordance with Court precedent, 
the Court held that ePA has authority 
to exclude stormwater runoff from 
logging roads from the statutory term 
“storm water discharge associated 
with industrial activity” because that 
is a permissible construction of the 
CWA, which Congress authorized 
ePA to administer.  the Court also 
applied a deferential standard 
of review to ePA’s interpretation 
of its own regulatory definition, 
requiring only that the interpretation 
be rational: “taken together, the 
regulation’s reference to ‘facilities,’ 
‘establishments,’ ‘manufacturing,’ 
‘processing,’ and an ‘industrial plant,’ 
leave open the rational interpretation 
that the regulation extends only 
to traditional industrial buildings 
such as factories and associated 
sites, as well as other relatively fixed 
facilities,” and not to logging roads.
Ramifications

Decker v. neDC resolves whether 
an nPDeS permit 
is needed for 
logging road 
stormwater 
discharges 
under the ePA 
regulations in 
effect when 
the citizen suit 
was filed.  But 
environmental 
organizations are 
persistent and 
may look to assert 
similar arguments 
under different 
legal theories.  
ePA revised the 
definition of 
“storm water 
discharge 
associated 
with industrial 
activity” three 
days before 
oral argument 
in Decker, and 
neDC has 
challenged that 
regulation in 
the Court of 
Appeals for the 
ninth Circuit.  

environmental organizations have 
also argued that ePA should use 
its Phase ii authority to require 
nPDeS permits for all logging road 
stormwater discharges.  While some 
of these attempts may have a limited 
likelihood of success, particularly the 
challenge to ePA’s revised rule, we 
expect environmental organizations to 
continue fighting their cause.  Should 
you have any questions regarding 
these issues, please contact one of the 
authors of this article.   

Stoel Rives llP is a u.S. business 
law firm with more than 100 years of 
service and dedication to timber and 
forest products industries. Clients 
include privately held integrated 
forest products companies, stand-
alone mills, Reits, family-owned 
timberland operations and industry 
trade organizations.  Campbell and 
Moratzka are partners at Stoel Rives.  
Campbell practices in the Portland 
office and can be reached at 503-
294-9676 or mrcampbell@stoel.com. 
Moratzka practices in the Minneapolis 
office and can be reached at 612-373-
8822 or apmoratzka@stoel.com. learn 
more about our practice at www.stoel.
com/forestproducts.   

 NORTHERN ENGINE 
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Annual Meeting Returns to Grand Rapids
Meeting Again Combined With Board Meeting, 
and Golf and Fishing event

Mark your calendars for June 
5 and 6 for the 2013 tPA Annual 
Meeting, board of Directors Meeting, 
and Golf and Fishing event at 
Ruttger’s Sugar lake lodge just south 
of Grand Rapids.

it’s an opportunity for tPA 
members to attend three major events 
in just two days.  both days will not 
only feature information to help 
members run their businesses, but 
also with the opportunity to socialize 
with fellow loggers and vendors.

Highlighting this year’s annual 
banquet will be our guest speaker, 
lt. Col. eric Chandler of the Duluth-
based 148th Fighter Wing of the Air 
National Guard.  A fighter pilot who 
has defended our country during 
three tours of duty in the Middle east, 
lt. Col. Chandler will talk about his 
career in the Air Guard, and about 
the importance of planning and 
execution, not only in flying fighter 
jets, but also in business. 

Ruttger’s Sugar lake lodge 
features a beautiful golf course and 
clear, blue Sugar lake.  We’ve again 
chosen this location not only because 
of the success of last year’s events, but 
also because it is centrally located just 
south of Grand Rapids.

Registration forms for the 2013 
Annual Meeting, board of Directors 
Meeting and Golf and Fishing event 
are being mailed.  Watch your mailbox 
and join us for these great events!

Schedule 
thursday June 5th
Morning – Annual Meeting
Afternoon – Golf and 

Fishing event
evening – Social Hour and 

banquet

Friday June 6th
Morning – board of 

Directors Meeting

Jerry Demenge and Joe Brown head out onto Sugar Lake in search of walleyes 
during the 2012 TPA Fishing Outing.

(L-R): Craig Ferguson, Brian Gulseth, Ross Korpela, Chris Martland, Damon 
Polus, and Katie Vivant posted the lowest score during last year’s TPA golf 
Outing.
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Minnesota Sees Latest
Spring Load Restrictions ever

this year’s “break-up” of the 
Minnesota logging season was the 
latest since the institution of the    
state’s Spring load Restriction policy 
in 1986.

the March 29 imposition of Spring 
load Restrictions (SlR) – which 
coincides with the end of the ten 
percent Winter load increase – in the 
north Frost Zone is the latest date 
ever, matched only in 1989 when SlR 
also when into effect on March 29.

this late break-up allowed many 
logging businesses to complete            
more logging jobs, close more        
permits, and deliver more wood 
to the mill.  the late break-up was 
possible due to unseasonably later 
cold temperatures – sub-zero at 
times in some regions – allowing the                        
ground under Minnesota’s roads 
to remain frozen.  this enables 
those roads to handle more weight, 
including the additional ten percent 
loggers are allowed to carry in the 

winter months.
the March 29 break-up is 

significantly later than recent years.  
SlR went into effect on March 13 in 
2012, March 18 in 2011, and March 
9 in 2009, nearly three weeks earlier 
than this year.

6 Road Service Vehicles
Delivery Routes throughout

Northern Minnesota

115 14th Ave. W.
Virginia, MN 55792

800-276-7161

116 Ogden Ave.
Superior, Wis. 54880

800-420-6216

“The Tire Professionals”

Huge selection of passenger, lt. truck, truck,
skidder and off-road tires

24-hour emergency road service – skidder and truck

Forestry Tires

VIRGINIASUPERIOR

the Spring load Restrictions will 
remain in effect for a maximum of 
eight weeks, but can be removed by 
MnDOt earlier than that if conditions 
allow.  in 2012, SlR lasted only a 
month or less in each of Minnesota’s 
five frost zones. 
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tPA Board Members
Meet with MnDOt Commissioner
transportation funding, road improvements, 
and interstate truck weights were among the topics 
three tPA board members discussed with newly-
appointed Minnesota Department of transportation 
Commissioner Charlie Zelle during a March meeting in 
bemidji.

tPA board members Kurt benson of blackduck, Dan 
lundberg of Solway, and Dave Goetz of Cass lake 
were among the half-dozen key business leaders at 
the meeting, hosted by the Bemidji district office of 
MnDOt.  Zelle, appointed to the post in December by 
Governor Mark Dayton, is holding similar meetings 
throughout the state.

Zelle told the group that funding for road projects is 
going to be a key issue over the next several years as 
the state’s infrastructure ages.  Whether that funding 
comes from existing revenues, from an increase in fuel 
taxes, or a change in the funding system to include a tax 
assessed on miles driven, remains to be seen.

“this is going to be an ongoing conversation,” Zelle told 
the group.

the tPA members stressed that while our industry 
values good roads, any increase in taxes would be difficult 
for small businesses like those in the logging industry, 
where profitability is a challenge.  Zelle was also asked 

not to forget about those outside the twin Cities Metro 
area, which can seem to receive much of the focus – and 
funding – when it comes to road projects.

Zelle also discussed the potential of road improvement 
projects in the area, and answered questions about road 
maintenance in the region.

BUILDING EQUIPMENT THAT CREATES OPPORTUNITIES

®

REDUCE COST.
INCREASE PROFITS.

For over 50 years, Morbark has manufactured high-performance equipment that allows you to harvest and process wood  
and other materials and convert them into profitable products. Nortrax can help you match your requirements with the best  
in Morbark Chiparvestors™, whole tree chippers, grinders and more. Depend on Nortrax for excellent product support, 
as well as an extensive Morbark equipment and parts inventory.

Contact: Erik Lunemann
  Nortrax Morbark Product Specialist - 218.244.7478

Grand Rapids  800.450.9427  •  Duluth  800.450.7456  •  Bemidji  888.450.1996

Nortrax & Morbark® can help you take your operation to the next level with:
   • Forestry       • Biomass       • Recycling      • Construction & Land Clearing Waste      

MnDOT Commissioner Charlie Zelle discusses transportation 
issues affecting the logging industry with TPA board members 
Dan Lundberg of Solway (L) and Kurt Benson of Blackduck (R).
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Famous Dave’s Comes 
to the North Star expo 

the north 
Star expo will 
have a new 
visitor in 2013.

Famous 
Dave’s barbecue 
will cater 
the Friday 
night dinner 
at the 60th 
Annual expo, to once again be held at the itasca County 
Fairgrounds in Grand Rapids.  this year’s dates are 
Friday and Saturday September 13 and 14.  

“We’re excited to have Famous Dave’s at the expo 
this year,” said tPA expo committee Joan Pomp.  “the 
Friday night dinner is always a great chance to socialize 
with everyone in the industry, and having the great 
barbecue from Famous Dave’s will make the evening 
even more special.”

the north Star expo is Minnesota’s largest logging 
equipment show, featuring over 100 vendors from all 
over the upper Midwest, with the latest and greatest in 
logging equipment and accessories on display.

Hedstrom Lumber Co., Inc.
1504 Gunflint Trail

Grand Marais, Minnesota

BUYING LOGS:
White, Red and Jack Pine,
Spruce, Balsam and Aspen

Deliveries accepted at:
Mill Site

Grand Marais, Minn.
Jeff Foster Trucking

Superior, Wis.
Kirscher Transport Yard

Virginia, Minn.

For specifications and a contract call:

Howard Hedstrom
218-387-2995, ext. 12

Doug Magee
218-834-5151 or 218-349-9241

Visit our website:
www.hedstromlumber.com218-722-2569    bolson@duluthsign.com 

116 W. Superior St., Duluth, MN 55802    www.duluthsign.com 

Introducing

  Our Newest Addition:

Vinyl Vehicle Wraps    Window Graphics
Magnets    Awnings    Direct-to-Garment
Project Management    Trade Show Booths

Vinyl Banners    Pop Up Banners and Stands
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the Timber Bulletin publishes 
information regarding results of a 
sampling of recent timber sales and 
other market indicators, as well as 
other market-related news items.

Recent timber Sales 
Average Prices, as reported
by each agency

Agency Regular Intermediate
Cass County
February 28 – Sealed Bid
Aspen $26.00 $28.86
Red Oak $23.28 $16.13
Jack Pine nA $19.26
birch $16.98 $10.05
Hubbard County
March 11 – Oral Auction
Aspen Mixed $28.43 nA
Aspen Pulp $25.41 nA
birch Pulp $  9.97 nA
birch Mixed $10.41 nA
norway 
   Pine Mixed $41.79 nA
Jack Pine 
   Mixed $33.52 nA
Crow Wing County
March 22 – Oral Auction
Aspen $19.39 nA
Oak $19.19 nA
birch $12.97 nA
Red Pine $33.29 nA
14 of the 15 tracts offered 
on the sale were purchased.
Cass County
March 28 – Sealed Bid
Aspen $24.27 $25.63
Red Oak $18.66 $25.16
birch $18.28 $14.99
Jack Pine $21.35 $15.09
6 of the 7 tracts offered on the 
regular and intermediate 
auctions were purchased. 
Beltrami County
April 2 & 4 – Sealed Bid and 
Oral Auction
Aspen 
   Pulpwood $31.82 nA
birch/Maple $15.39 nA
Red & White 
   Pine Pulp $20.41 nA
Hardwood 
   pulpwood $  9.70 nA
25 of the 26 tracts offered on the 
auctions were purchased.  Results 
reported from the county are for the 
combined oral and sealed bid auctions.

On the Markets
Clearwater County
April 25 – Oral Auction
Aspen $26.35 nA
Jack Pine $. 9.29 nA
birch $11.74 nA
Red Oak $23.04 nA
Cass County
April 25 – Oral Auction
Aspen  $25.21 $20.70
Red Oak $28.99 $16.46
birch $14.63 $12.71
11 of the 12 tracts offered 
on the regular and intermediate 
auctions were purchased.
Koochiching County
May 1 – Oral Auction
Aspen 
   Pulp/bolts $28.22 $31.95
Spruce 
   Pulp/bolts $27.39 $29.48
balsam 
   Pulp/bolts $  7.32 $  7.29
30 of the 31 tracts offered 
during the regular and intermediate 
auctions were purchased. 
Aitkin County
May 6 – Oral Auction
Aspen P/b $30.95 nA
Aspen Pulp $25.97 nA
Oak P/b $20.72 nA
P birch P/b $14.44 nA
Maple P/b $13.69 nA
22 of 25 tracts offered 
for sale were purchased. 
DNR – Warroad & Baudette Areas
May 7 – Oral Auction
Aspen Species 
   (WC) $20.44 $29.66
trembling 

   Aspen (WC) $31.97 $22.10
black Spruce 
   (WC) $16.07 $17.68
Jack Pine 
   (WMP) $27.78 $29.84
norway Pine 
   (WMP) $18.50 $21.36
16 of the 17 tracts offered 
during the sale were purchased.
Products:
Pb= Pulp and bolts
WMP= Woodsrun mixed Products
WC= Woodsrun cordwood
St=Sawtimber
WSt=Woodsrun Sawtimber
PW=Pulpwood

FiA Data Shows increased 
Mortality in Minnesota

tree mortality rates have 
increased ten percent since 2007.  
that’s according to the latest data 
from the u.S. Forest Service.

Minnesota’s mortality averaged 
4.6 million cords per year for the 
period between 2007 and 2012, 
according to the Forest inventory 
and Analysis data, compiled by the 
Forest Service’s northern Research 
Station.  That mortality figure is 48 
percent of the state’s annual growth.

Figures show the state’s total 
growth is 9.7 million cords annually. 
Yearly harvest over this time period 
averaged 2.7 million cords, a total 
growth/harvest ratio of 3.6.

in addition, forest land in the state 
continues to increase in acreage, up 
4.2 percent from 2007.  
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Sappi Conversion Nearly Complete

Officials at Sappi Fine Paper’s 
Cloquet mill expect to begin 
producing specialized cellulose in 
early June.

the company began converting its 
pulp mill last year.  the specialized 
cellulose is a replacement for cotton 
and will be used to manufacture 
thread for the textiles industry.  Sappi 
is already the world’s largest producer 
of the product, which the company 
says is a high-growth, high-margin 
business.

the company expects to produce 
360,000 tons of specialized cellulose, 
as opposed to the 500,000 tons of 
pulp it has traditionally produced.  
However, company officials say they 
expect to purchase the same amount 
of roundwood from area loggers 
because the cellulose is more pure, so 
it takes the same amount of wood.  

the species mix will change, 
however.  Sappi doesn’t expect to use 
any pine, ash, birch, balm, or basswood, 
species that impact the chemical purity 
of the specialized cellulose.  Officials 
expect two-thirds of the wood it buys 
to be aspen, with maple to make up the 
remaining one-third.

Officials also say they will continue 
to test other species to see if they can 
be utilized in the new process.

the company says the conversion 
will make the mill competitive for 
years to come.  Projections show 
growth in specialized cellulose 
usage in years to come, but if those 
projections prove incorrect, the mill 
will retain the capability to produced 
Kraft pulp. 

the company expects to buy less 
biomass from area loggers because the 
new process will generate more waste 
material than before, roughly 140,000 
tons.

the quality of the roundwood will 
be an issue.  the company expects it 
will need wood with less rot than it 
has traditionally used.  in addition, 
metals found in the bark like iron 
and magnesium affects the chemical 
reaction.

As part of the mill conversion 
to specialized cellulose, Sappi has 
completed a $19 million investment 
in its coated papermaking operations, 
including a dry fiber handling system, 
as well as new refiners and former 
upgrade on the number 4 Paper 
Machine. 

the former rebuild implemented 
on Paper Machine #4 allows for 
all  grades and weights to be 
manufactured with the technical 
capability of using dry fiber to 
produce the same base sheet 
formation and quality as slush fiber.  
extensive trials have been conducted 
for both sheet and web products to 
guarantee the quality and repeatability 
of product made with dry fiber, and 
that it meets the standards of the 
company’s customers. 

“We remain deeply committed 
to the coated paper market as well 
as to surpassing the expectations of 
our customers,” said Rick Dwyer, 
managing director, Cloquet, Sappi 
Fine Paper north America in a news 
release. “Our investments in the 
production of high-end paper will 
allow Sappi to serve this market into 
the foreseeable future and enable 
more agility and efficiency within our 
papermaking process. We are making 
this strong commitment on the paper 
side of the business to ensure that 
quality paper continues to prove its 
value in publishing and advertising, 
especially when used strategically 
with digital counterparts.” 

Representing many fine companies, including: 
 

 
607 Northwest 5th Street , Grand Rapids, MN 55744 

Office (218) 326-0563   Evenings: (218) 326-1959 
don.evans@donevansinsurance.com 

www.donevansinsurance.com 

Call us for a quote! 
218-326-0563 

Serving the logging 
 industry for  

over 25 years 

DON EVANS INSURANCE AGENCY, INC 

Truck -  Equipment -  General Liability -  Workers’ Comp -  Life 
 

Representing many fine companies, including: 
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LOGGERS OF THE PAST . . .

“Days of Busy
Tote Roads”

by J. C. Ryan

This story is reprinted from an earlier Timber Bulletin–one of the first of “Buzz” 
Ryan’s ever-popular contributions to these pages. The Bulletin will continue to 
reprint selected stories from the memories he recorded for us.–Editor
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To serve our readers better, the timber 
bulletin offers free classified ads of 
up to 85 words to all members and 
associate members of the Minnesota 
Timber Producers Association. All ads 
must be submitted in writing to the 
Association office. The MTPA assumes 
no responsibility for ad contents and 
accepts free ads on a first-come, first-
served basis within space limitations.
________________________________
WANTED________________________________

barrel stave logs – White Oak and 
burr Oak butt cuts 12-inch diameter 

and up – random lengths
For more information call

Robert Staggemeier at
Staggemeyer Stave Co. inc.

Caledonia, Mn 55921
Office: 507-724-3395
Cell: 608-792-7598

Classifieds

ADVeRtiSeRS iNDeX
AgStar .............................................................................6
Cass Forest Products .....................................................4
Central Power Distributors ........................................18
Don evans insurance Agency, inc. ...........................27
Fryberger, buchanan, Smith & Frederick, P.A...........5
Great lakes trailers ....................................................14
Hedstrom lumber Co.................................................25
industrial Fluid technologies, llC ..........................16
itasca Greenhouse .......................................................17
lumbermen’s underwriting Alliance ......................12
northern engine & Supply ........................................21
northern timberline equipment ..............................17
nortrax....................................................................24, 31
Otis-Magie insurance Agency ...................................26
Petro Choice ...................................................................5
Pomp’s tire ..................................................................23
Rice blacksmith Saw & Machine...............................15
Rihm Kenworth .............................................................5
Road Machinery & Supplies ......................................32
Schaefer enterprises ......................................................6
Stewart-taylor Printing ..............................................25
Wausau Sales Corp......................................................30
Ziegler ...........................................................................13

OUT OF

STOCK

TIMBER BULLETIN Subscription Order

Make checks payable to:
TPA Services, Inc., 903 Medical Arts Bldg., 324 W. Superior St., Duluth, MN 55802

Note: Existing subscriptions will continue at their current rate until they expire.

Please send my GIFT SUBSCRIPTION to the Minnesota Timber Bulletin (six issues
per year) to be sent to the name below. Payment is enclosed for:

� 1 year $20  � 2 years $33  � 3 years $45
Please type or print clearly.

NAME ____________________________________________________________

ADDRESS _________________________________________________________

CITY _____________________________STATE ____________ZIP____________

Please ENTER my subscription to the Minnesota Timber Bulletin (six issues per
year). Payment is enclosed for:

� 1 year $25  � 2 years $40  � 3 years $55
Please type or print clearly.

NAME ____________________________________________________________

ADDRESS _________________________________________________________

CITY _____________________________STATE ____________ZIP____________

COMPANY/ORGANIZATION ____________________________________________

email: wscauction@airrun.net
www.wausauauctioneers.com



Bemidji, MN   888.450.1996

Ashland, WI    800.472.6685

Duluth, MN    800.450.7456

Chippewa Falls, WI    800.691.2924

Grand Rapids, MN    800.450.9427 

Escanaba, MI    800.562.6174 

Monico, WI    800.472.7202

Mosinee, WI    866.312.8414

Nortrax is your Morbark Dealer.

No matter how steep the challenge, you’re always on solid ground with 
the John Deere 753J. Eleven added inches of track length enhance stability,  
and the larger, heavier undercarriage features larger components for increased 
durability. You’ll also benefit from a new design that improves roller access and 
makes roller replacement faster. Contact your Nortrax representative to learn 
more. Nobody tries harder to keep you productive and profitable, every day.

STABILITY 

SUPERSIZED.
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FORESTRY 
QUALITY WITH 
THE KOMATSU 

ADVANTAGE

FORESTRY 
QUALITY WITH 
THE KOMATSU 

ADVANTAGE

Komatsu is an engineering company with a dedicated focus on forestry 
that will bring your business distinct advantages, including:

	 •	Technical	innovations	 •	Product	support
	 •	Manufacturing	quality	 •	A	reliable	partner

Komatsu	delivers	world	class	quality,	reliability	and	support	–	all	the	tools	
you’ll need to get the job done.

www.rmsequipment.com
 RMS Duluth, MN RMS Virginia, MN
 1-800-888-9535 1-800-752-4304
 Wade Stromgren Ryan Milette

Road Machinery & Supplies Co. has
proudly served its customers since 1926.


