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Well, another fall has come and 
gone, along with deer season and the 
first early wolf hunting season.  Judging 
by the signs i have seen locally, there 
are lots of wolves around and a hunting 
and trapping season will help keep the 
population in check.

December temperatures have felt like 
early november.  it seems like we wait 
for frost a little longer than we did in the 
past or maybe we are just impatient and 

rushing things.  i 
recently read an 
article on Russia 
experiencing its 
harshest winter 
in 70 years with 

temperatures reaching 
minus 50 degrees Celsius 
in December.  thankfully 
we don’t have it quite 
that cold.  i guess a 
person should be careful 
what they wish for.

the tPA board of directors meeting in 
november was well-attended and a long 
list of topics was addressed, including 
the DnR’s extended Rotation Policy 
that has been implemented in December.  
Another important topic discussed was 
the lack of markets for balsam.

now, the winter logging season is in 
front of us.  Hopefully it will be a safe 
and successful season for all.

thanks to the military service 
men and women and their families, 
firefighters, first responders, and law 
enforcement for their continued sacrifice 
this holiday season.  Your service and 
protection is appreciated more than you 
know.

May you all have a happy and 
prosperous new Year!

My dear brothers and sisters, take note 
of this:  Everyone should be quick to listen, 
slow to speak, and slow to become angry.  
James 1:19
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Curt Benson: 218-239-1001
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Wayne brandt: 218-722-5013

President’s 

Column

Erickson Timber:
2012 Lake States Region 
Outstanding Logger

The Forest Resources Association’s lake States Region has recognized 
Dale erickson of erickson timber Products, inc. as the Region’s 2012 
Outstanding logger.  

the award was presented to Dale at FRA’s lake States Region Awards 
ceremony in Waupaca, Wisconsin in October.  He now becomes a 
nominee for FRA’s national Outstanding logger recognition.

in April, Dale was named 2012 Minnesota logger of the Year by the 
Minnesota Sustainable Forestry initiative® Program implementation 
Committee. 

erickson’s commitment to the best management practices is 
exemplified in the fact that he has the honor of being the logger 
representative on the Minnesota Forest Resources Council (MFRC). The 
council is charged with pursuing the sustainable management, use, and 
protection of Minnesota forest resources.

erickson timber Product’s commitment to the industry and passion 
in representing all loggers was evident in the summer of 2011 during  
the State of Minnesota government shutdown.  erickson timber 
Products, along with two other logging companies, successfully 
challenged the state’s position to shut down all harvesting activities 
on state land. the effort gained national attention with coverage in the 
new York times.

erickson is a Minnesota Master logger, sits on the Minnesota tPA 
board of Directors, and is a past tPA President.

FRA’s Outstanding logger Award program is designed to             
recognize outstanding independent logging contractor performance, 
raise the visibility of professional logging contractors, encourage other 
loggers to adopt the performance of the award winners, and improve 
forester-logger-landowner relations by publicly recognizing outstanding 
logging performance as an essential element of every planned timber 
harvest.

FRA Lake States Region Chair John Gephart, North Shore Forest Products 
(at left) presents 2012 Regional Outstanding Logger Award to Dale and 
Deedra Erickson.



Timber bulletin  november/December 20126

Executive Vice 
President’s 

Column

The world did not end when 
we came to the end of they Mayan 
calendar.  it didn’t end with the last 
election either.  but, we did see some 
big changes here in Minnesota.

both the Minnesota House and 
Senate changed majorities with 
Democrats now controlling the two 
chambers.  Combined with DFL 
Governor Mark Dayton we will 
have one party control for the first 
time since the late 1980’s.  

In the Senate Tom Bakk of Cook 
will be the majority leader, Senator 
Rod Skoe of Clearbrook will 
chair the Tax Committee, Senator 
Dave Tomassoni of Chisholm will 
chair the environment Finance 

Committee 
while 
other area 
Senators gain 
additional 
important 
postings.

in the House of 
Representatives 
Dave Dill of Crane 
lake will chair the 
environment Policy 
Committee.

On the national 
scene we will once again have 
divided government with President 
Obama winning re-election, the 
Senate remaining in Democratic 
control and the House in Republican 
control.

Senator Kobuchar was re-elected 
with a 1 million vote plurality, a 
margin that we may never see again.  
in the House of Representatives 
the only change in Minnesota was 
former Congressman Rick Nolan 
defeating Congressman Chip 
Cravaack in the Eighth District.

So what might this all mean 
going forward?  in Minnesota the 
pressure will be on the DFL to find 
a way to fix the state’s fiscal mess in 
a way that will last for a few years.  
no more gimmicks and one-time 
solutions.  but, as we saw with 
former Governor’ Perpich’s spats 
with the DFl controlled legislature 
in the late 1980’s, all will likely not 
be smooth sailing.

On the national level it will be 
the same cast of characters that are 
the owners of the current gridlock.  
Whether they are able to forge any 
solutions to our country’s problems 
remains to be seen.  i’m usually an 

optimist about things.  in the case of 
Washington, i’m not so sure.

W     W     W
information is ubiquitous.  Such 

was the case with the stories on 
our industry that were written by 
Adam belz of the Minneapolis 
Star tribune.  i got notes, calls or 
emails from friends, colleagues and 
relatives from Ohio, texas, idaho 
and a number other states about 
the stories.  i also got a little ribbing 
about the picture of Scott Pittack 
and me noting that it was of my best 
(back) side. 

W     W     W
Sometimes i do things on the odd 

chance that i might learn something 
new.  And sometimes i do learn a 
few things.  that was the case with 
this fall’s Federal timber Purchasers 
Committee Meeting in Arkansas.  

As part of the meeting we went 
on a tour of the Ouachita national 
Forest.  On that forest, active 
management and timber harvesting 
are helping restore populations of 
the red-cockaded wood pecker.  the 
management regime is fairly simple.  
They first clear out the under story 
in their pine stands.  they then use 
low intensity prescribed fire and 
repeated thinning followed by final 
harvest and natural regeneration to 
create the habitat the wood peckers 
prefer.  And, they support a large 
forest products industry with the 
wood.

it’s one of the big success stories 
with the uS Forest Service around 
the country.  What was also 
refreshing was the can do attitude 
of all of the people involved in 
this from the Forest Service to the 
industry.

it was also nice to see norm 
Wagner again.  He was the 
Supervisor on the Chippewa 
national Forest and is now the 
Supervisor on the Ouachita.  He’s 
doing great and sends his greetings 
to everyone in Minnesota.

W     W     W
i had never set foot in the state 

of Arkansas prior to this meeting.  
it’s has interesting topography and 
impressive forests.  While there i 
took a little time and visited the 
Arkansas State Capitol.  Cass Gilbert 
designed both the Minnesota and 

Arkansas state capitols along with 
several others and the u.S. Supreme 
Court building.  There were a 
number of elements in the design of 
the two buildings that were similar 
which made looking around even 
more interesting. 

i’ve now seen about 30 state 
capitol buildings and hope to see 
the rest of them sometime in the 
future.  i’ll probably save Hawaii for 
last.  And i’ll probably see it in the 
winter.

W     W     W
Jim Hafner, one of the good 

guys, is retiring at the end of 
2012.  Jim has had a long career 
with norbord’s mill in Solway 
and has always seemed to have 
wood procurement figured.  Be 
fair, be consistent, treat people well 
and your mill won’t have many 
problems.  i’ve enjoyed working 
with Jim and wish him the best in 
retirement.

W     W     W
Well it’s time to hit the woods for 

the winter logging season.  And, 
let’s make sure we hit safety hard 
this year.  take that extra time 
yourself and with your crew to 
emphasize safety every day.  You 
won’t regret it.

W     W     W
As we close the books on another 

year i want to thank each of you for 
the privilege of serving as executive 
vice president.  the job has many 
rewards that i appreciate, the 
greatest of which is working with a 
great bunch of people.

thank you and best wishes for the 
new year.



Timber bulletin  november/December 20128

Member Feature...

by Ray Higgins

The Hasbargens say the     
Whitefish Creek starts in a swamp 
that runs through their land west 
of birchdale, and the creek winds 
its way just a mile or two, flowing 
into the Rainy River on the uS-
Canadian border.  It’s one of the 
more modest bodies of water in the 
land of 10,000 lakes, to be sure, 

(L-R) Tyrel Courchaine, Peggy Hasbargen, and Scott Hasbargen on the family’s farm just west of Birchdale on the 
Minnesota-Canadian border.

“It Gets in Your Blood”
Hasbargen family bloodlines keep Whitefish Creek 
Enterprises managing forests in Minnesota’s Borderland.

one that most Minnesotans had 
never heard of.  until the summer 
of 2011, that is, when the logging 
company that bears the name of the 
tiny creek made a stand on behalf of 
all the state’s loggers, a stand that 
made folks take notice all the way 
from Birchdale to the State Capitol, 
the Governor’s Mansion, and the 
Minnesota State Supreme Court.

“We were in a tight spot,” says 
Charlie Hasbargen.  “That’s the 

reason we did it.”

*      *      *
it’s lunchtime at Peggy 

Hasbargen’s place, which serves as 
headquarters for Whitefish Creek 
enterprises.  She has beef stew 
and biscuits ready for anyone who 
can join her around the kitchen 
table.   in the summertime when 
the company is focused on farming 
operations on roughly 1000 acres 
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Charlie Hasbargen (L) and son, Brady Hasbargen of Whitefish Creek Enterprises.

of Hasbargen property that 
straddles the creek, there isn’t 
much room around the table.  
but now that the ground is 
frozen and logging operations 
are in full swing, most family 
members are miles away on a 
logging site.  today, she’s joined 
only by son Scott, daughter 
theresa, and grandson tyrel 
Courchaine.

Still, Peggy does more 
than simply feed the family.  
She runs the books, orders 
seed, handles the phone and 
communications, orders parts 
for the machines and trucks, 
talks to vendors, pays all the 
bills; in short, she is the glue 
that keeps the company rolling.  
So while the business is a 
partnership between her and 
her five sons, everyone knows 
who’s in charge.

“She’s the boss,” tyrel says 
over a bowl of beef stew. 

“i am not,” laughs Peggy – 
who goes by Margaret for business 
purposes, but friends and family 
know her as Peggy.  “i just spend 
the money.”

there’s plenty to run.  During the 
winter months, Whitefish Creek 
enterprises is a fully conventional 
logging operation.  in the summer, 

it’s all about farming: managing 
a herd of over 100 head of beef 
cattle and planting, harvesting, 
and marketing soybeans, wheat, 
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hay, canola, and flax on the 
Hasbargen property and 
on rented acres.  Of course, 
there’s some overlap: there’s 
work to be done on the 
farm in the winter months, 
particularly with the cattle, 
and there is logging to be 
done in the summertime, 
particularly hauling 
stockpiled wood.

to do all of that, it helps to 
have a big family.  Peggy’s 
five sons all handle different 
aspects of the businesses: 
• Keith is the oldest and 

handles the road-building 
for the logging operation 
and in the summer makes 
most of the decisions on 
what crops to plant; 

• Then comes Charlie, who 
does the planting on 
the farm and manages 
the woods crews on the 
logging end, running the 
feller buncher; 

• Mark oversees the 
cattle operation and 
drives skidder on the 
logging end – but in true 
Hasbargen fashion where 
roles often overlap, today 
he’s making a three-hour 
drive to Minto, n.D., to 
get a truck differential 
repaired; 

• Scott purchases wood from 
private landowners and at public 
auction, he drives truck, runs the 
slasher/loader from time to time, 
and he also spends a fair amount 
of time in the shop working on 
maintenance and repairs;  

• Doug manages the trucking 
end of the operation, but also 
loads and slashes, helps with the 
decisions on what to plant in the 
summertime, and markets most 
of the grain on the farming end of 
the business.
“We don’t all always agree on the 

same things,” Scott chuckles .  “So if 
there’s more than three votes, then 
we go with that and the rest of us 
just pout for a week or two.”

in addition, their wives all work 
off the farm and offer crucial 
support in a variety of ways.

no one can claim Peggy’s never 
been out there getting her hands 
dirty on the farm or on a logging 
job, either.  now 75, she’s jumped in 
to lend a hand when needed plenty 

Charlie Hasbargen harvests spruce and balsam on a nearly 2000-cord state sale with a 
John Deere 753J feller buncher.  The company also uses a wheeled 775C Barko buncher 
when needed.

of times.
“When we bought this place 

over here,” she says, “Chuck and 
i cut our payment off from the 
farm down here.  in the spring, we 
cut about three loads of spruce. i 
limbed with an axe and he sawed 
and bucked them up and we loaded 
them.  that must have been around 
1958.  And i have helped moved 
equipment.  i’ve driven the skidder 
cross-country.  but i don’t do the 
harvesting.  And now the machines 
are too complicated.  i can’t get in 
them.  they’re too high!

“As for the farming, i did a lot 
of taking care of the cattle.  i used 
to do all the square-baling, a good 
deal of the raking.  in the late ‘50s 
and early ‘60s, farming was so bad 
that Chuck and his dad Albert and 
my two oldest sons logged over in 
the Kabetogama area for several 
years during the summer.  they 
lived here, they commuted during 
the week, and came home on the 
weekends.  And then when it was 
time for haying or something, 

usually i’d start cutting the hay, and 
then they’d come home.  that lasted 
probably until 1964 or ‘65.”

Fortunately the next generation of 
Hasbargens is already helping out.  
Peggy’s grandson – theresa’s boy 
– tyrel ranches in idaho during the 
summertime but comes to birchdale 
to help with logging during the 
winter months, driving truck and 
operating the loader.  His brother 
luke moved here permanently two 
years ago, handling all the chainsaw 
delimbing, and operating the loader, 
skidder, and delimber when needed.  
brent – Keith’s son – is currently 
employed at boise.  He helps in the 
woods on his days off from the mill, 
filling in where needed, which is 
mostly in the spare feller buncher or 
in the truck.  And Brady – Charlie’s 
son – helps manage the woods 
crew, operates the delimber, moves 
equipment, hauls stockpiled wood, 
and also helps with the farming in 
the summer. He has also taken a 
leadership role within the logging 
community, having been elected to 
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After slashing harvested aspen, Doug Hasbargen loads a truck with a Prentice 384 Loader, so the timber can be hauled to the 
Boise mill in International Falls.  The truck is driven by full-time driver Steve Kling.  The company also hires Craig Qually 
on a part-time basis during busier times to keep the trucks rolling.

harvested timber until the cold 
weather firmed up the ground; 
there’s another private 800 cord tract 
nearby that they’re just finishing 
operations on; and today they’re 
moving equipment to a nearly 2000-
cord state sale just up the road that’s 
spread across 112 acres and five 
different cutting blocks.  Most of the 
stumpage is aspen, which will all 
go to the boise mill in international 
Falls.  the rest, mostly spruce and 
balsam, will be hauled to newPage.  
Once they’re done here, they’ll 
move to another private sale that’s 
right next door.

“We have that one already roaded, 
it’s just across the power line,” 
brady says, “so we can head over 
there when we’re done here.”

Whitefish Creek runs a 
conventional logging operation 
with a feller buncher, two skidders, 
four loaders, two slashers, a stroke 
delimber, and a D-5 dozer.  they 
will also do a large part of the 
delimbing by hand, with chainsaws.

“it’s the cheapest way to limb for 
one,” brady says.  “We put the chain 
saw on straighter runs of popple.  
i do all the mixed up stuff in the 
delimber.  then when luke’s done 
limbing by hand, we’ll drag to the 

the board of directors of tPA earlier 
this year.

this truly family business can 
trace its roots back more than 75 
years.  it was 1936 when drought 
hit the Menagha area where Albert 
Hasbargen was farming.  He 
decided to pick up and move to 
birchdale, where the family could 
also log in the wintertime to help 
support the summer farming 
activities.  As his sons Ken, Albert, 
Alvin and Chuck got older, they 
broke off and started their own 
businesses.  Chuck married Peggy 
and had the five sons along with 
two daughters, while continuing to 
both farm and log.  When Chuck 
passed away in 1993, the family 
eventually incorporated into 
Whitefish Creek.

Why the name?  Alvin’s sons 
Clarence, Denton, and Kit had 
Hasbargen logging.  Another 
branch of the family calls its 
business Hasbargen Farms.

“We were running out of 
Hasbargen names,” Scott points out. 
“The Whitefish Creek runs through 
our property, so that’s what we 
called it.”

Running both the farm and 
the logging businesses has its 

advantages.  For one thing, it keeps 
everyone working 12 months out 
of the year.  Plus, when one side of 
the business is struggling, it helps 
to have another sector to help make 
ends meet.

“this year, farming is going to 
be more profitable because of the 
input costs, and the good price for 
our commodity,” Scott says.  “For 
example, in farming we don’t use 
as much fuel because we don’t have 
to run the equipment as much.  in 
logging, the machines and trucks are 
running all the time, so we drink fuel 
steady.

“back in the ‘80s, farming was 
bad, so logging subsidized that,” he 
says.  “For now it’s the other way 
around. the cattle and the grain and 
the logging aren’t usually struggling 
at the same time.  they can be, but 
usually there’s one that’s better, so it’s 
not entirely true, but pretty close.”

Roughly 20 miles away, most of 
the rest of the Whitefish Creek crew 
is working in the woods.  they’re 
at three different sites that are 
fortunately close to one another.   
Doug is finishing loading a private 
sale they completed over the 
summer, but rain and wet conditions 
prevented them from hauling the 
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loader and he decks it.   We keep 
the chainsaw in the cleaner popple.  

Some sales are tougher.  if it’s all 
mixed up, Dad doesn’t sort with the 

buncher and we’ll do all the sorting 
at the landing with a loader and our 
delimber.”

In addition, Whitefish Creek runs 
six semis, and also utilizes Henry 
Hughes trucking to haul harvested 
timber to the mill.

*      *      *
While summertime usually 

brings a focus on the crops and 
cattle, there’s still stockpiled wood 
to haul from the previous winter 
and, many times, timber harvests to 
complete.  So it was in the summer 
of 2011, when the Hasbargens found 
themselves in court, trying to keep 
the state from shutting down not 
only their operations, but also those 
of all loggers working on DnR 
timber sales.

the governor and the legislature 
couldn’t reach a budget agreement 
during that year’s legislative 
session, meaning state government 
was set to run out of money and 
close its doors as of July 1.  That 

Full-time employee Brian Vondrka uses a John Deere 748H skidder to drag harvested aspen to the delimber.  Whitefish 
Creek also utilizes a second skidder during the winter months, a John Deere 748 G3.
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included DnR foresters.  So the state decided that since 
the laid-off DnR workers couldn’t oversee active timber 
harvests, logging operations on state lands had to cease.

For the Hasbargens at Whitefish Creek, shutting 
down the logging operation would create a hardship, so 
the company joined with nearby erickson timber and 
Hasbargen logging – operated by cousins Kit, Denton, 
and Clarence – and took the state to court.

“We were in a tight spot,” Charlie says.  “That’s 
the reason we did it.  People don’t realize the money 
involved.  it’s not just your equipment but you start 
talking $80-90 thousand for just one timber sale, it can 
add up to bucks in a big hurry.  And there aren’t too 
many banks nowadays that will forgive you.  they 
want their payment.  And i don’t blame them.  So if you 
sit too long, it won’t take too long to get behind in a 
heartbeat.” 

Other companies relying on business with the state 
had also gone to court, trying to keep the imminent 
state shutdown from temporarily shutting them down 
as well, but each time the court ruled against them.  but 
in a courtroom in Koochiching County, on the eve of 
the shutdown, attorney Steve Shermoen argued on the 
loggers’ behalf that state timber contracts allowed the 
DnR to halt logging operations in some circumstances, 
but not due to a government shutdown, and Judge 
Charles LeDuc agreed.  A temporary restraining order 
was issued, allowing the three logging companies and 
all loggers in the state to continue working despite 
the shutdown.  the logging community was the only 
industry in Minnesota to take the state to court and win 
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the right to keep working.  
ultimately, a state Supreme 

Court judge overturned the ruling, 
but not until the governor and 
legislators reached an agreement 
on the budget, so the impact of 
the shutdown on the logging 
community was minimal, thanks 
to the three companies that went to 
court, including Whitefish Creek.

“i think it helped just to show 
up there so they could put a face to 
our industry,” Charlie says.  “We’re 
just an average Joe, no different 
from anybody else.  We just want to 

work.  We were glad to have a part 
in it.”

*      *      *
Whitefish Creek kept working 

through the shutdown, and of 
course, ever since.  the last few 
years haven’t been the most 
profitable for loggers, but in this 
part of the world, it’s what people 
do.

“Over the years we’ve had some 
hard times,” Peggy says, “but the 
rewards are great. it’s made our 
family strong.” 

“And around here,” Scott says, 
“you have to make your own job.”

“i don’t think these guys 
would be very good at working 
for somebody else,” Peggy says, 
“because they’ve been their own 
boss too long.  Plus, it gives them 
the opportunity not to be confined 
by an office or factory setting.”

And they plan to keep right on 
doing it.  the current generation 
isn’t showing any signs of slowing 
down, and they’re working on 
plans to get the next generations 
of Hasbargens involved in the 
businesses.  no one is more 
passionate about that than brady, 
who will turn 28 in February.

“i’ve always had a passion for 
logging,” brady says. “ever since 
i was old enough to know what 
logging was, i wanted to be a part 
of it.  every chance i got to go out to 
the woods, i’d take, whether it was 
with uncle Scott in the semi hauling 
wood or getting a short skidder 
ride.  if i was out here, i was happy. 
As past generations show, logging 
is in our blood and i don’t ever see 
myself doing anything else.”  

Whitefish Creek not only delimbs harvested timber by hand, but also with a John Deere 2054 with a Pierce Denharco 4140 
delimber, operated by Brady Hasbargen.
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Survey Says: Minnesota Loggers Less Profitable
Sixty percent of Minnesota’s 
loggers say they were less profitable 
in 2011 than they were in 2008, 
according to preliminary results of a 
survey conducted by the university 
of Minnesota, in cooperation with         
the Minnesota logger education 
Program and Minnesota Forest 
industries.

A total of 427 non-broker logging 
businesses in the state were sent 
the survey, and 57% of the loggers 
participated.

“We’re pleased with the response 
we received,” said Charlie Blinn, 
from the university of Minnesota’s 
Department of Forest Resources.  
“Our primary purpose for conducting 
the survey was to update our 
knowledge about the status of 
Minnesota’s logging industry.  Given 
the changes which have occurred 
within the markets in our state, it 
seemed like the right time to conduct 
the study.”

the survey asked loggers to assess 
their operations for 2011.  When 
invited to compare profitability 
that year to 2008, 37% characterized 
profitability as “much worse” than 
2008, while  23% said profitability was 
“worse.”

Conversely, 2% said profitability 
was “much better,” 18% responded 
“slightly better,” and 19% said it was 
the “same.”

“this didn’t come as any surprise 
to us,” blinn said.  “it’s been well-
documented that the state’s timber 
industry has struggled over the 
past few years due to a variety of 
factors.  Finding that the majority of 
loggers were less profitable was not 
unexpected.”

in fact, the most common “open-
ended” comment received from 
respondents was that it is becoming 
increasingly difficult to maintain 
profitability.  That concern was 
expressed more often than it had been 
in the past.

Loggers also identified the biggest 
issues facing them today as “rising 
operating costs,” “market prices,” and 
“stumpage prices.”  this is similar 
to the 2003 survey in which the 
three biggest issues were “stumpage 
prices,” “rising operating costs,” and 
“stumpage availability.”

in other information gathered from 

loggers, 75% said they expect to be 
in business in five years, 57% stated 
it is unlikely that future generations 
will eventually take over the business, 
and logging equipment is aging.  
According to the survey, the average 
age of a feller buncher is currently 
14.8 years, compared to 11 years old 
in 1996.

Conventional logging equipment 
harvests the vast majority of timber 
in the state.  When asked to report 
how much of their yearly volume is 
harvested by a feller buncher vs. a 
cut-to-length processor, respondents 
said 82% of the volume in the state is 
cut using conventional equipment, 
16% by cut-to-length, and 2% using a 
chainsaw.

the data obtained in the survey 
is still being analyzed, and survey 
organizers plan to conduct focus 
groups with loggers and others to 
gather more information and answer 
questions raised by the survey 
responses.  it is hoped that the study 
results will help raise awareness about 
the health of the logging industry so 
that conditions don’t worsen.

“it’s important to try and 
understand how these logging 
businesses operate as they carry out 
the important task of managing our 
state’s forests,” blinn said.  We’ll 
continue to analyze the data so we can 
paint as clear and complete a picture 
of the current state of logging as 
possible.”
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Boe Speaks to TPA Board

DNR Division of Forestry Director Forrest Boe addresses the TPA Board of 
Directors at its November board meeting.  Among the topics Boe discussed 
with the board were the 2013 Timber Program, and potential ways in which the 
DNR can help loggers affected by the Verso and Georgia Pacific mill closures.  
Looking on are TPA Executive Committee members (L-R): Mike Warren, Curt 
Benson, and Scott Pittack. 

Fort Frances 
Mill Idled
Montreal-based Resolute was 
formerly known as Abitibi bowater.  
the kraft mill has an annual production 
capacity of approximately 200,000 metric 
tons of market pulp, while PM5 has an 
annual capacity of 105,000 metric tons of 
groundwood specialty printing papers. 

“the markets for these products are 
challenging and are expected to remain 
so. the kraft mill situation is particularly 
difficult given Fort Frances’ operating 
configuration and the recent decision 
by a key customer to stop consuming 
the pulp supplied by Resolute to its 
mill,” said company President and CEO 
Richard Garneau. “Our kraft mill’s 
drying capacity is limited to about 
40 percent of its production capacity, 
making it impossible to continue 
operating the mill in a profitable 
manner.” 

Resolute is exploring alternative 
product possibilities for the Fort Frances 
pulp mill, which will be idled in a 
manner that will protect the equipment.



Timber bulletin  november/December 201218

timber
talk

DNR Establishes Forest
Road Safety Channel
In an effort to improve safety 
on forest roads, the DnR is 
implementing a voluntary 
narrowband Forest Road Safety 
Channel.  

the channel is in response to 
collisions on forest roads that could 
have been prevented with better 
communication.  it will provide 

users the 
opportunity 
to know if 
someone is 
approaching 
on these forest 
roads, and 
hopefully 

prevent accidents that are costly in 
terms of money, lost time, and most 
importantly, injuries.

the narrowband frequency is 
151.4975 MHZ, with narrowband 
designator 11K2F3e and covers 
eleven northern counties: Cook, 
lake, St. louis, Aitkin, itasca, 
Koochiching, lake of the Woods, 

Beltrami, Hubbard, Cass, and Crow 
Wing.

the DnR stresses that using the 
frequency is voluntary and there is 
no intention to make its use part of 
timber sale contracts.  in addition, 
it is to be used only for traffic 
safety coordination.  the channel is 
licensed to the DnR but permission 

will be granted free of charge to 
county land departments, uSFS 
foresters, industry foresters, logging 
companies, etc. in order to facilitate 
communication with all of those 
using forest roads.

use of the channel will be 
discussed at pre-sale meetings with 
DnR foresters.
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Klobuchar Raises Questions with WTO

Minnesota Sen. Amy Klobuchar is urging the uS 
trade Representative to review whether nova Scotia’s 
provincial government violated commitments with the 
World Trade Organization (WTO) or North American 
Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA).

Nova Scotia assembled a reported $124 million financial 
package for the Port Hawkewsbury mill in Cape Breton, 
nS.  the mill was formerly owned and operated by 
newPage before suspending operations a year ago.  now 
owned by Pacific West, the mill restarted in October and 
produces supercalendered paper, similar to that produced 
by newPage’s Duluth mill, and by uPM blandin in 
Grand Rapids.

in writing to uS trade Rep Ron Kirk, Sen. Klobuchar 
expressed concern that the financial package from Nova 
Scotia’s provincial government violates Canada’s WTO 
and nAFtA agreements and puts Minnesota’s forest 
products industry at a disadvantage.

“i appreciate your swift review of this issue,” 
Sen. Klobuchar wrote, “and look forward to your 
recommendations about how we can ensure a fair playing 
field for our domestic pulp and paper industry.”

2013 Expo Returns to Grand Rapids

The date has been set for the 2013 north Star expo.
the 60th Annual event is scheduled for Friday, Sept. 12 

and Saturday, Sept. 13 at the Itasca County Fairgrounds in 
Grand Rapids.

It’s the fifth consecutive year the Grand Rapids 
community has hosted the expo.
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through 
the 1980s, our 
state’s forest 
products 
industry was 
expanding, 
which resulted 
in increased 
harvests from 
our state’s 
forests.  this 
expansion of 
the industry 
provided a 
much-needed 
boost to the 
economy, 
benefitting all 
Minnesotans.

Despite this, 
and despite 
modern forest 
management 
techniques that 
helped keep 
our forests 
sustainable, 
some Minnesota 
citizens 
petitioned the 
state’s Environmental Quality Board (EQB) to prepare 
a Generic Environmental Impact Statement (GEIS) 
that would study the cumulative impacts of timber 
harvesting and forest management in the state.

At stake was whether government would step in and 
pass into law onerous regulations that would make it 
difficult for logging companies to not only properly 
manage our state’s forests but to also even stay in 
business, or whether Minnesota’s professional logging 
contractors would be allowed to continue to use their 
best judgment, developed over years of working in the 
woods, and keep this important resource sustainable 
for generations to come, while protecting an important 
sector in our economy.

Work on the GeiS began in 1989, with the goal of 
examining how forest resource values – related to 

economic, ecologic, and social health – would be 
impacted at three different levels of increased timber 
harvesting intensity.

in the coming years during the GeiS process, 
tPA was extremely active in making the argument 
that Minnesota’s loggers and their commitment to 
stewardship and proper forest management were a 
key factor in keeping our state’s forests healthy.  tPA 
members and staff worked with roughly 60 scientists 
and policy-makers in ensuring the voice of the industry 
was heard loud and clear.  TPA Director Connie 
Johnson, Past President Rod Bergstrom, and Executive 
Vice President Wayne brandt were particularly active in 
this process.  When it was all said and done, the GeiS 
would prove to be one of the most extensive state-level 
studies of timber harvesting and forest management 
ever conducted in the united States.

TPA Celebrating
75th Anniversary in 2012

Forming TPA
The Minnesota Timber Producers was founded in 1937, making 2012 the organization’s 75th anniversary year.  
In commemoration, over the course of the year the Timber Bulletin will look back on TPA’s history and that of 
Minnesota’s timber industry.
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Years Ago in the Bulletin
40 Years Ago
• Earl Adams was appointed director 

of the DnR Division of lands and 
Forestry

• John Rodewald, DNR area forest 
supervisor , has received a meritorious 
service award for outstanding service 
in Natural Resource Conservation.  
John helped develop a forest wildlife 
habitat management plan.

• Lester E. Pollard, contract logging 
manager, has retired after 45 ½ 
years of service to Mando and boise 
Cascade.

50 Years Ago
• Workmen’s Compensation Rate Change: The 

compensation insurance rate for Code 2702 logging has 
been reduced from $10.53 to $10.44 per hundred, which 
is a 9 percent reduction.  though it may seem like a 
small reduction, it is far better than most industries in 
the state, which increased by 3.8 percent.  tPA’s safety 
program seems to be paying off.

• Itasca County commissioners approved a land 
exchange between Blandin Paper Company and 
the county.  the exchange involved 265 acres and 
consolidates both blandin and county ownership in the 
Owen and Raddison lake Area.

When the preliminary report was published in May 
1993 after 42 months work, the 5000-page GeiS found 
what tPA members knew all along:  that Minnesota’s 
forests were in excellent shape, that our forests had a 
clear ability for continued growth in the forest products 
industry, and that while harvest levels at that time 
were less than 4 million cords annually, a harvest 
level of 5.5 million cords could be reached while not 
only sustaining our forests, but also continuing to 
provide wildlife habitat and recreational opportunities 
Minnesotans enjoy.

the eQb unanimously approved the preliminary 
report, but TPA’s work wasn’t finished.  Some 
“preservationists” were disappointed that no 
major problems were found with the state’s forest 
management and attached the findings.  The EQB had 
set up six public meetings over the summer of 1993 
throughout the state, giving those on both sides of the 
issue a chance to comment on the findings.

tPA members came out in full force to comment on 
the GeiS and defend forest management in Minnesota.  
Folks such as neil Delack, Scott Pittack, lowell Pittack, 
Rob Wendt, Jennifer Hasbargen, and others spoke at the 
public meetings in bemidji, Grand Rapids, international 
Falls, Duluth, St. Paul, and lanesboro.  the Timber 
Bulletin stated “it is this kind of individual initiative 
that will make the difference. in the management of our 
natural resources and sustain the economic viability of 
logging and the forest products industry in Minnesota.”

these meetings revealed that most Minnesotans 
agreed with the findings of the GEIS and the study 
was adopted.  next was implementation, and tPA 

has played a pivotal role in that, as well.  A GeiS 
implementation Strategy Roundtable, representing 
a variety of stakeholders, was convened by the eQb 
and the DNR. Charged with providing the DNR 
commissioner with a comprehensive strategy on how 
to implement the strategic program recommendations 
contained in the GeiS, this 25-member roundtable 
– which included tPA vice presidents Alan Knaeble 
and Dick Walsh, as well as Wayne brandt – held 19 
meetings over a seven-month period.  ultimately, 
roundtable participants recommended to the governor 
the formation of a permanent council to oversee key 
programs in forest management in the state. As a result, 
the Minnesota legislature passed the Sustainable 
Forest Resources Act in 1995, creating the Minnesota 
Forest Resources Council (MFRC) to facilitate the 
development of the many initiatives envisioned by the 
GeiS and to serve as a forum to discuss and advise 
the governor as well as federal, state, county and local 
governments on sustainable forest resource policies and 
practices.  Brandt was among the first appointees to the 
council.

Since that time, the MFRC has been instrumental 
in directing forest policy in our state and in advising 
the governor’s office and the Legislature on nearly 
every forest-related topic.  Most notable among 
these activities has been the development and 
implementation the Voluntary Site-level Forest 
Management Guidelines, which continue to be used to 
sustainably manage our forests and guide foresters and 
logging companies on how to properly conduct timber 
harvests.  
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the Timber Bulletin publishes 
information regarding results of a 
sampling of recent timber sales and 
other market indicators, as well as 
other market-related news items.

Recent Timber Sales 
Average Prices, as reported
by each agency

Agency Regular Intermediate
DNR – Deer River Area Salvage
October 17 – Oral Auction
trembling Aspen
   (WC) $12.89 NA
black Spruce 
   (WC) $  7.10 NA
black Spruce
(WMP) $14.43 NA
Paper birch 
   (WC) $  5.09 NA
balsam Fir 
   (WC) $  6.08 NA
6 of 12 tracts offered during the sale 
were purchased. 
Cass County
October 25 – Oral Auction
Aspen $14.84 $16.90
birch $  8.73 $13.68
Red Oak $13.99 $21.08
St. Louis County
November 1 – Oral Auction
Aspen 
   pulpwood $22.93 nA
black Spruce 
   pulpwood $25.97 nA
birch 
   pulpwood $  6.02 nA
balsam Fir $14.19 nA
Koochiching County
November 14 – Sealed Bid
Aspen P/b $15.85 $20.26
Spruce P/b $20.22 $14.34
balsam P/b $  7.40 $  8.03
tamarack P/b $  6.13 $  5.00
DNR – Baudette Area
November 20 – Oral Auction
trembling Aspen 
   (WC) $25.25 $30.75
Aspen Species 
   (WC) $28.99 $27.62
Jack Pine 
   (WMP) $14.20 $28.79
black Spruce 
   (WC) $13.60 $13.60
Mixed Spruce 
   (WC) $13.60 $13.60
All 16 tracts offered during the sale 
were purchased. 

On the Markets
Cass County
November 21 – Sealed Bid
Aspen $17.68 nA
birch $13.06 nA
Maple $  9.85 nA

Itasca County
November 30 – Oral Auction
Aspen $22.18 nA
Red line $40.71 nA
balsam $21.65 nA
tamarack $  4.54 nA
Of the 42 tracts on the sale, 32 were 
purchased. 

DNR – Hibbing Area
December 3 – Oral Auction
trembling Aspen 
   (WC) $16.76 $17.81
Pine Species 
   (WMP) $21.08 $23.91
black Spruce 
   (WC) $12.42 $  9.64
All 21 of the tracts on the sale were 
purchased. 

Beltrami County
December 4 and 6 – Sealed Bid and 
Oral Auction
Aspen 
   pulpwood $30.30 nA
R&W Pine 
   Pulp $26.49 nA
Hardwood 
   Pulp $10.79 nA
18 of 20 tracts offered during the sale 
were purchased.
DNR – Blackduck, 
Deer River Areas
December 4 – Oral Auction
Aspen Species 
   (WC) $36.08 $27.91
Pine Species 
   (WMP) NA $20.37
tamarack 
   (WC) $  5.10 NA
10 of the 14 tracts offered during the 
sale were purchased. 

DNR – Tower Area
December 5 – Oral Auction
Aspen Species 
   (WC) $19.10 $31.12
trembling Aspen 
   (WC) $19.64 $13.73
black Spruce 
   (WC) $  6.18 $14.65
trembling Aspen 
   (WMP) $42.70 NA
13 of the 25 tracts offered during the 
sale were purchased. 
Carlton County
December 6 – Oral Auction
Aspen $28.04 nA

norway Pine 
   Pulp $28.50 nA
balsam $15.00 nA
9 of the 10 tracts offered during the sale 
were purchased. 
Clearwater County
December 6 – Oral Auction
Aspen  $23.54 nA
balsam $12.12 nA
birch $10.25 nA
Red Pine $14.92 nA
DNR – Aitkin Area
December 10 – Oral Auction
Aspen Species 
   (WC) $19.06 $21.44
Pine Species 
   (WMP) $37.28 $18.60
northern Hardwoods 
   (WC) $  8.30 $19.58
norway Pine 
   (WMP) NA $23.57
16 of the 26 tracts offered during the 
sale were purchased. 
Aitkin County
December 10 – Oral Auction
Aspen P/b $20.71 nA
Maple P/b $  8.86 nA
Paper birch 
   P/b $11.70 nA
Mixed Hardwoods 
   P/b $  9.52 nA
27 of the 46 tracts offered during the 
sale were purchased. 
Products:
Pb = Pulp and bolts
WMP = Woodsrun mixed Products
WC = Woodsrun cordwood
St = Sawtimber
WSt = Woodsrun Sawtimber
PW = Pulpwood

Hubbard County 
Approves Forest Plan

In november, the Hubbard 
County Board voted unanimously to 
approve the proposed county 
forest plan. the approved plan was 
developed by county stake holders, 
and forest planning and modeling 
was performed by Dr. Howard 
Hoganson of the university of 
Minnesota.

the new plan will double timber 
outputs (aspen and pine) and 
bring in an estimated $600,000 
additional county revenue. the 
total economic impact is expected to 
exceed $30 million, and provide for 
an additional 190 jobs in Hubbard 
County.
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Purchase Agreement for Rapids 
Ainsworth Site Signed

J.M. Longyear LLC has signed a 
purchase agreement for the former 

The former Ainsworth Mill in Grand Rapids

until the end of 2014 to complete the 
purchase of the facility.

longyear signed the agreement 
with itasca economic Development 
Corporation (IEDC), the current 
owners of the 121.5 acres of land 
and all existing buildings at what is 
now the itasca eco industrial Park 
in Grand Rapids. if the purchase is 
completed, longyear will acquire 
the property as part of its ongoing 
investment in developing new 
forest products and mining-related 
projects.

“We are thrilled with this most 
recent outcome of our negotiations 
with J.M. Longyear, as the company 
works to invest in Itasca County 
and create much-needed jobs in our 
region,” stated Mark Zimmerman, 
IEDC president & CEO. “While 
our thanks go out to the staff and 
management at longyear for 
helping to produce an agreement 
which satisfies the needs of both 
parties, we extend our deepest 
gratitude to the community and 
business leaders of Itasca County  
for their ongoing support as 
we work to redevelop this vital 
community asset.” 

Based in Marquette, Mich., J.M. 
longyear operates a number of 
upstream and downstream natural 
resource-based businesses in 
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Ainsworth mill site in Grand 
Rapids.  the company will have 
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Michigan, Minnesota and Canada, 
including owning and managing 
over 165,000 acres of timberlands, 
mineral rights on over 160,000  
acres, and downstream forest 
product and mineral processing 
businesses. 

longyear has not indicated 
what it would do with the site if 
it completes the purchase.  the 
company is part owner of a new 
$232 million cellulosic ethanol plant 
under construction Michigan’s 
upper peninsula near Sault Ste. 
Marie that would turn timber into 
biofuel.  that project has received 
financial backing from the U.S. 
Department of energy and the state 
of Michigan and is scheduled to 
open in 2014.

longyear would also have to 
go through the environmental 
permitting process before any 
facility could operate at the Grand 
Rapids site.

the itasca eco industrial Park is 
a 223-acre integrated development 
campus owned primarily by IEDC, 
located at the former Ainsworth 
board plant on the border of Grand 
Rapids and Cohasset. The site once 
employed as many as 190 fulltime 
workers and produced over 390 
million square feet of oriented 
strand board (OSB) each year, before 
Ainsworth suspended operations in 
2006 and permanently shuttered the 
facility in 2008. 

With generous support from the 
local community, IEDC stepped 
in and purchased the property 
in late 2009, after it became clear 
the  facility would never again be 
used to produce OSb. With an eye 
towards next generation wood 
products, IEDC and APEX have 
worked since 2009 to shepherd this 

site back into productive use for 
the hard working citizens of itasca 
County. This latest development 
comes on the heels of a recent 
announcement by Cutsfoth 
Products, which plans to build a 
9,000-sq. ft. manufacturing facility 
on a parcel at the park owned by the 
city of Grand Rapids.
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To serve our readers better, the timber 
bulletin offers free classified ads of 
up to 85 words to all members and 
associate members of the Minnesota 
Timber Producers Association. All ads 
must be submitted in writing to the 
Association office. The MTPA assumes 
no responsibility for ad contents and 
accepts free ads on a first-come, first-
served basis within space limitations.
________________________________
WANTED________________________________

barrel stave logs – White Oak and 
burr Oak butt cuts 12-inch diameter 

and up – random lengths
For more information call

Robert Staggemeier at
Staggemeyer Stave Co. Inc.

Caledonia, MN 55921
Office: 507-724-3395
Cell: 608-792-7598
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